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Dear Big Island Hawaii Region Members 

My Name is Andreas Kottschoth and I am your new club webmaster 

and Editor for the Club Newsletter ‘Lava Flow’. Gunner and I talked 

during the last Porsche Parade 

in Boca Raton that the Big Is-

land Hawaii need some help to 

develop their web page. We 

talked again in November and I 

agreed to become the webmas-

ter for the Big Island Hawaii Re-

gion. I am a member of the 

PCA Regions Web Page com-

mittee on the national level and 

in the last four years I  placed in 

the top three at the national 

webpage contest and won the 

"Best Web Page in all PCA" in 

2018 for the Red River Region.  

Meeting club members will be limited, since my wife and I are living 

in Ontario, Canada, but we have been looking into flights to visit the 

Big Island for 2020. 

Our new web page is up and running, if you have a minute  take a 

look. 

BIH.PCA.ORG 

If you have an interesting story please send it to me (best with pho-

tos) and I will post it on our web page and Newsletter. 

(webmaster@bih.pca.org) 

I am looking forward to working with the Big Island Hawaii Region 
members to create a great web presence and publication. 

Andreas, your Editor and Webmaster 

Kolamu 
Page 2 Lava Flow 

Andreas on the left winning the Best Web Page Overall 

Lava Flow is the official publication of Big Island Hawaii Region, Porsche Club 
of America. Any statement appearing in the Lava Flow is that of the author, 
and does not constitute an opinion of the Porsche Club of America, the Big 
Island Hawaii Region, Inc., its Board of Directors, the Lava Flow editors or its 

staff. The editorial staff reserves the right to edit all material submit-
ted for publication. Permission is given to 

chartered regions of PCA to reprint articles 
in their newsletter if credit is given to the 

author and the Lava Flow.  

https://bih.pca.org/�
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Gunner Mench, President and founder of the Big Island Hawaii Region for the PCA. Charter Member. 

In 2015, Ellen Liddle, the current President of the Hawaii PCA, was in the position of Membership Chair 
and suggested approaching me as Liaison for the club, in order to expand the outreach of the club past 
the island of Oahu, where almost all of the members lived. The Big Island at the time in 2015 had only 
12 Members in the PCA. There were also very few members on the other islands. Maui’s membership 
has grown to over 30 members and will be the next new Region to be created out of the Hawaii Region, 
which is the 8th oldest Region in the Country, founded in 1959. 

In February of 2018, the Big 
Island Hawaii Region was 
chartered as the 144th Re-
gion in the Porsche Club of 
America. Membership ini-
tially was around 50 mem-
bers. By the end of the first 
year, membership rose to 
106 Members total, and 
currently at the end of the 
first full year, 2019, there 
are 96 Primary and 49 Affili-
ate Members of the club, for 
a total of 145 Members. I 

have worked diligently to recruit new members and organize the club to insure its existence and con-
tinuation as a viable Region in the Porsche Club of America. 

Born Guenther Franz Mench in Wurzburg, Germany, in Northern Bavaria, in 1954. Now 65 years old. 
Wife Elli is also a Porsche lover. Father, George Mench, was a significant influence in my addiction to 
Porsche. He was a photographer and friend of Ferry Porsche, doing published work for Porsche in the 
late 50’s and early 60’s in the United States after immigrating to Connecticut in 1955 when Gunner was 
a year and a half old. 

We currently own 16 Porsches, with 12 on the road and 4 needing full restoration. The newest is a 
2006 Cayenne S and the rest are 1989 and prior, with the oldest being a 1963 356 B Super that has 
made the climb from Sea Level to nearly 14,000 feet atop Mauna Kea 4 times. Joined the PCA in 2013 
as a member of the Hawaii Region. All I drive is Porsche, that’s all I own, and all I care to drive. I fre-

quently loan out some of my classic Porsches for other PCA members to drive, especially if they are 
members of Zone 11, Hawaii and Alaska! 

We own Harbor Gallery in Kawaihae, supporting over 200 local artists, which also serves as the unoffi-
cial Porsche headquarters on the Big Island. Here we have t-shirts, car badges, key fobs, stickers and 
patches and pins for sale to PCA Members. Also Porsche art for sale! 

My father George Mench bought his first Porsche in 1959. It was a 1959 356 B Super, in blue with a 
red interior. My earliest recollections of this car include falling asleep in the rear seat to the sound of 
the distinctive air-cooled engine. I would watch through the window in the morning as my Dad would 
approach the car, pull out the kerchief in his suit jacket, and dust off the hub caps before driving off to 
work. So started my addiction to Porsche cars!  

 

Submitted by Gunner Mesh 

Who Is Gunner? 

At Parade in Boca Raton  2019 
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Porsche Design 

Ala Moana Center 

1450 Ala Moana Blvd, Honolulu,  
HI 96814 
phone+1-808-945-3500 
Monday – Saturday: 9:30am – 9pm 
Sunday: 10am – 7pm 
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It used to be that only a Porsche with manual 
was a true Porsche. Not anymore. The advan-
tages of the dual-clutch transmission are too 
great to ignore.  

The uproar was considerable. Back in 1967, 
when Porsche first offered the 911 with 
a semiautomatic Sportomatic transmission, it 
wasn’t just dyed-in-the-wool brand purists who 
were dismayed; the trade press was equally 
skeptical. Even reserved Porsche fans registered 
their consternation. The omission of the clutch 
pedal was intended to enhance the car’s com-
fort. Comfort? In a sports car? And on top of that, 
two seconds slower from 0 to 100 kmh than with 
manual? As if all that wasn’t enough, it also had 
a higher fuel consumption. Needless to say, the 
Sportomatic package was not a rousing sales 
success. 
 
Fast-forward half a century. By now there’s little 
sign of the initial backlash against the alleged 
mismatch between sportiness and automatic 
technology—and that’s down to the Porsche dual-
clutch transmission (PDK). Initial trials with the 
new technology starting in 1980 culminated 
in a signal achievement in 1986.  

In the PDK, the gears are distributed between 
two separate clutches—hence the name. The odd 
gears and reverse are connected to clutch I, 
while the even gears are connected to clutch II. 
The technology enables fully automatic gear 
changes without traction interruption. 

Double Pleasure                  Text by Thomas Lötz  (Porsche Newsroom) 
 
Similar to a manual shifter, the individual gears 
are selected using shift forks; in the PDK system, it’s 
done through computer-aided electrohydraulics. The 
result is a synthesis of manual and automatic shift-
ing. Efficiency, dynamics, and comfort are an unri-
valed combination in the PDK. 
 
For all its day-to-day usability, the PDK system was 
initially used exclusively in the world of motorsports 
after its introduction in 1983. This transmission type 
offers a significant advantage, particularly 
in combination with turbo engines: unlike 
with a manual transmission, drivers can keep their 
foot on the gas during gear changes, and the charge 
pressure of the turbo is retained. Traction interrup-
tion? Not a bit of it. 
 
It was some time before series production began, 
however. The control electronics first had to go 
through a number of development stages. Above all, 
the new technology needed to grow out of its habit of 
jarring gear changes. Starting in 2008, Porsche of-
fered an optional seven-speed PDK in the 911 Car-
rera and the 911 Carrera S. The breakthrough came 
a year later with the world premiere of the Panamera 
model range. In 2009 the four-door sport sedan be-
came the first Porsche with a standard seven-speed 
PDK—the PDK I—installed in several variants. Since 
2016 the new Panamera has been offered exclu-
sively with the eight-speed PDK II. And the PDK in the 

new 911 features eight speeds as well. Indeed, 
unlike in 1967, the trend among Porsche drivers is 
increasingly toward automated transmissions.  

75% – Popular PDK 

More than three-quarters of all delivered Porsche 
718 and 911 models today are equipped with a PDK 
system. The figure rises to 100 percent for the 
Panamera and Macan—a manual transmission is no 
longer offered in these model ranges. Whether it’s 
eight speeds in the Panamera or seven in the Macan, 
the PDK transmission offers greater comfort and 

In the PDK, the gears are 
distributed between two 

separate clutches.  

Continue on page 11 
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Christmas Party 

Photos by from our FB page  
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New Merchandise is coming 

The club is working with the PCA sup-
plier  to develop our own Web store for 
the Big Island Region.  We will keep you 
posted. 

History of Zone 11 
1969, the PCA regions were subdivided into eight 
geographical zones and grow to 14 zones in 2020. In 
2010 Zone 11 was left just Hawaii and Alaska as the 
two remaining regions in the Zone. In 2018 Big Is-
land Hawaii Region was chartered adding the third 
region to Zone 11. 
A more detail Zone history click here 

The Big Island Hawaii Region Store is the place you can buy apparel/items 
with the Region’s Logo. You can show your support for Big Island Hawaii 
Region with any purchase from our store. You can buy products embroi-
dered or printed with the Big Island Hawaii Region logo as well as other re-
gion’s and PCA products.  

These items are available at the Habour Gallery, click on 
the link and you will be forwarded to the shopping cart.  

http://zone11.pca.org/History.html�
http://www.harborgallery.biz/artistdetail.php?artistID=10008230&artist=PCA%20BIH�
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efficiency without compromising sportiness—a com-
bination that a manual transmission simply can’t 
achieve. For the 911 GT3 RS, the PDK boasts an 
even sportier setup, with shorter gear ratios, opti-
mally stepped gears, and faster response times. 
And what about the purists, for whom nothing can 
compare with the marvels of manual transmission—
not even a PDK? They still get what they’re after 
with Porsche. The new Porsche 911 Speedster, for 
instance, is only available with manual transmis-
sion. 

0.4 seconds –  
Accelerate faster 

Even the first generation of the PDK enabled faster 
gear changes. Compared to the conventional Tip-
tronic S automatic transmission, which was ten 
kilograms heavier, the optional PDK introduced in 
the Porsche 911 Carrera and Carrera S in 2008 
shifted up to 60 percent faster and without traction 
interruption. That naturally impacted acceleration. 
The 2008 Porsche 911 Carrera with a seven-speed 
PDK—in Sport Plus Mode—shifted 0.4 seconds 
faster than the version with a manual six-speed 
transmission. For the 2008 all-wheel-drive 
911 Carrera 4, it amounted to 4.6 seconds from 
0 to 100kmh instead of 5.0—advantage PDK. 
 
The extent to which Porsche has optimized its dual-
clutch transmission from generation to generation 
is demonstrated by the current 911 Carrera 4S. The 
eight-speed PDK comes standard, and gear 
changes now take place in milliseconds. The result: 
the sports car accelerates from 0 to 100 kmh 
in 3.6 seconds, and in just 3.4 seconds with the 
Sport Chrono package (fuel consumption combined 
9.0 l/100 km; CO2 emissions 206 g/km). That 

would be out of the question with a manually shifted 
car. 

0.4 l/100 km –  
Greater efficiency 

The PDK’s positive impact on fuel consumption was 
immediately evident from the time of its debut in 
2008: with a six-speed manual transmission, the 
238 kW (385 hp) Porsche 911 Carrera S consumed 
10.6 liters per 100 kilometers—0.4 liters more than 
the version with PDK. It was also thanks to the PDK 
that a Porsche 911 Carrera was able to crack 
the ten-liter barrier for the first time, coming in at 
9.8 l/100 km. And today the PDK II is even more 
efficient than its predecessor—despite weighing 
twenty kilograms more. But then it has to fulfill quite 
distinct requirements as well. Moreover, this newly 
designed transmission type is built for use in electri-
fied vehicles. 

Text first published in the Porsche customer maga-
zine Christophorus, No. 391.  

……..Double Pleasure     
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Back in the early aughts, I owned a 1976 930 
Turbo Carrera. I truly loved it. However, over a 
period of time, it began to scare the hell out of me 
every time I drove it. I noticed a slapping noise 
coming from the engine bay when I let off the gas, 
especially when up-or-down shifting. After some 
research, it appeared to be a failing oil pressure 
spring in the fuel injection system which caused 
the piston that bled off the internal oil pressure to 
slap or bottom out. A fix was needed. The housing 
for the spring was on the back of the engine (or 
front) – depending on your orientation. But from 
my vantage point, it was on the back. I don’t have 
huge hands but no matter how I tried to squeeze 
my hand into the tiny opening, I couldn’t get ac-
cess to it. I tried to custom bend tools to access 
the bolts holding the assembly together. No dice. 

So, with the help of a friend, we figured out how to 
take the engine and transmission out of the car. 
We chalked the front wheels and jacked the back 
up using the biggest jack stands I could find. The 
car looked pretty funny: its nose low to the ground 
and the rear tilted up at an extreme angle. Slowly, 
the engine emerged from the bottom of the 930, 
a fraction of an inch at a time. We managed to 
clear the bumper with a half inch to spare. Low-
ered onto an engine stand made from a furniture 
dolly, we could finally work on it. Side note: we got 
so good at removing the engine, the half shafts, 
clutch cable, fuel and oil lines, and unplugging the 
engine harness, we could take the motor out (or 
put it back in) in ninety minutes. It usually cost me 
a six pack of good (pre micro-brewery) imported 
beer. Cheap? You bet. 

Oh yeah – that oil-pressure spring. It was easy, 
took me only a few minutes to change it. But then 
I got to thinking. What else could I do? You know, 
while you’re in there. I adjusted the valves, re-
placed the clutch and flywheel, repacked the half-
shafts, took out the nasty old sound insulation 
from the engine bay and replaced with new. It 
seems like every time I did one thing, dozens of 
others popped up. It was like playing whack-a-
mole. 

I had told my wife all I was going to do was re-
place that spring. Five thousand dollars later, I 
had refreshed or refurbed many of the engine-bay 
components. Then there was the AC system. The 
drier unit needed replacing. But after inspecting 
the AC hoses, I realized they were shot. So, in 
another episode of – while you’re in there – I re-
placed the AC hoses. First, I priced them. Back 
then Porsche still sold the fabric-wrapped replace-
ment sets (they’re no longer available). But I could 
buy them then if I didn’t mind spending almost 

three grand. As that was a budget buster, I took 
the hoses to an aeronautical firm that custom 
built hoses. Price? Three hundred bucks. And, an 
exact match. Problem was they were hard to 
install. Turns out the fabric- wrapped hoses bend 
easily. The rubber ones I bought, not so much. 
So, I spent an entire weekend kneeling in the 
front of the 930, the hood carefully propped 

open, bending hoses. My knees felt like they 
were on fire, they hurt so bad. But hey, while 
you’re in there. 

The point? How many times have you started an 
automotive project and realized that if you just 
do a little bit more, you can take care of a future 
project, you know - save time, save money. Be-
cause, while you’re in there. Recently I spent 
over five hours refurbishing the wheel barrels on 
my 981 S. I decided to remove the leftover rub-
ber residue from having the old wheel weights 
removed at a tire shop. I came back upstairs 
several hours later, knuckles busted up, bleeding 
a bit and my wife looked at me and said, “I 
thought you were only going to wash the 
wheels. Oh wait – it’s another case of while 
you’re in there. Right?” 

 

Yep, busted again. Guilty as charged. 

While you’re in there…   by  Rob Turner 

BIH at the July 4 Parade  
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First Drive of 2020 - 
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Photos by Pam Rodhe , Linda L Nelson, Gerald Ann and Mark Senft  

More photos on our web page 
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Come and visit our New WEBPAGE  @ bih.pca.org 
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Kona Cars and Coffee, Second Saturday of each month, 8am to 10am. Next one is February 8th, and so 
forth. Location Kona Brewing, Kona Hawaii. 

February  Sweetheart Run  February 15, every lady gets a rose!                         

March  BIH PCA TOUR March 14  

April  BIH PCA TOUR April 18—Spring Fling 

May  BIH PCA TOUR May 9 Mother’s Day Circle Island Tour 

June  BIH PCA TOUR June 13 

                            Porsche Parade 2020 Palm Springs 

July  BIH PCA TOUR July 11 ‐ Summer Fun Run 

August  BIH PCA Tour August 8 

                          Werks Reunion PCA Monterey during car week August 14 

September  BIH PCA TOUR 12 

October  Oktoberfest October 17 

November  BIH PCA Tour November 14 

  Annual Membership Meeting 

December  Christmas BIH PCA December 12 

Details about the events, such as 
Starting point, time and other information 
will be posted closer to the date on our 
web page or Facebook Group. 
bih.pca.org/calendar/  
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Please Note: As a member of the PCA you can travel to any PCA Region in the country and participate in their events!  

https://bih.pca.org/�
https://bih.pca.org/calendar/�


3665 Akoni Pule Hwy 
c/o Habour Gallery 
Kawaihae Shopping Center 
Kawaihae HI 96743  
 
Email: president@bih.pca.org 
webpage: bih.pca.org 

Big island 
hawaii 
region  

Your Board of  Directors  and Committee Chairs 

IT’S NOT JUST  
THE CARS, 
IT’S THE PEOPLE 

Our Mission: 
The purpose of the Club is to 
bring together drivers of Por-
sche vehicles. Club member-
ship will promote camaraderie among its 
members, provide information on brand vehi-
cles, and  organize recreational meetings, 
events, and excursions. In the past two years, the 
Club has developed many activities for its mem-
bers. Highly recognized events include our Annual 
Sweet Heart Drive and the Oktober Fest event. Recreational 
outings are designed to get to know our Island and strengthen 
the links among Porsche car users and to promote camaraderie 
among the members.   
The club continues to provide its partners high-quality services by 
generating events that satisfy without exception by respecting the 
tradition and prestige of the brand and Porsche products while inter-
acting with related clubs and the community in a respectful and pro-
active manner. Additionally, the Club is committed to integrate and 
interact respectfully with those communities that we visit, trying to 
approach them in an open and informal way. We want the communi-
ties to enjoy the presence of the Club wherever we go. The Big Is-
land Hawaii Region of the Porsche Club of America also carries out 
awareness actions among its associates in order to inculcate a pru-
dent use of its vehicles and the unrestricted respect of the traffic 
regulations. 

Gunner Mench, President 
president@bih.pca.org 

Robert Wall, Vice President 
vicepresident@bih.pca.org 

Naomi Tanaka, Treasurer 
treasurer@bih.pca.org 

Rhys Haydon, Secretary 
secretary@bih.pca.org 
& newsletter contributor 

Andreas Kottschoth, Webmaster 
webmaster@bih.pca.org 
& newsletter editor 

Sandy Provasi, Zone 11 Rep  
Zone11Rep@pca.org  

INDEX TO ADVERTISERS 

PORSCHE DESIGN ........................................ 5 

HABOUR GALLERY ........................................ 6 

PROSCHE HAWAII ....................................... 12 

Page 15 Spring 2020 

Mark Senft, Driving Tour  
tours@bih.pca.org 
 

https://bih.pca.org/�
https://bih.pca.org/sweet-heart/�
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Porsche Hawaii 
Porsche Hawaii  
730 Ala Moana Blvd,  
Honolulu, HI 96813,  
Main: (808) 354-0003  
Service: (808) 670-1584  
Parts: (808) 518-4905  
www.porschehawaii.com 

Sales Hours 
Monday - Friday : 8:30AM - 6:00PM 

Saturday : 9:00AM - 5:00PM 
Service Hours 

Monday - Friday : 7:30AM - 5:30PM 

https://www.porschehawaii.com/�
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