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Lava Flow is the official publication of Big Island Hawaii
Region, Porsche Club of America. Any statement appearing in the Lava Flow is that of the author, and does not
constitute an opinion of the Porsche Club of America, the
Big Island Hawaii Region, Inc., its Board of Directors, the
Lava Flow editors or its staff. The editorial staff reserves
the right to edit all material submitted for publication.
Permission is given to chartered regions of PCA to
reprint articles in their newsletter if
credit is given to the author and the
Lava Flow.

Kolamu
Dear Big Island Hawaii Region Members
Here a bit about me .
I am from the land of 'Die Autobahn' and had never been without a
motorized vehicle since I was 16 years old. Ok the first two years it
was a 50cc moped (top speed 100km/h - 60mph). After turning 18, I
had the first encounter with Ferdinand Porsche's design. A red type
11, you guessed it right, a beetle. If you have a need for speed the
options are limited on a budget. So I went back to my roots, motorcycles. Two RD350LC's and than a Yamaha RZ/RD500. Surprisingly
the German traffic laws do not allow speeding on public roads
(believe me I tested it), so the logical choice was to go racing. After
racing competitive for several years I decided to dial it back and used
track days to satisfy my need for speed.

After moving to Canada with my young family, my priorities had to
change and we ended up with a Ford Escort Station wagon, a REAL
speed demon! In 2001 the race bug came back and I raced road
bike again for two seasons. Not long after our boys picked up MX racing and won several championships. Fast forward, for my 50th birthday I got a gift certificate for some laps in a Porsche 997 turbo S at
the Las Vegas Motor Speedway. After getting out of the Porsche I had
the biggest smile on my face. Back in Canada, I found myself
searching for convertible sport cars that can go fast. Not long after
the family drove 5 hours to Winnipeg and picked up the "new to us"
2002 silver 911 cabriolet, on probably one of the colder days that
year (-30Cº / -22F). Photos on page 16.
So why a Porsche? Porsche is the embodiment of a true sports car
with heritage, German heritage. The unmistakable shape of the 911
fascinated me since I was a little boy, I especially remember the 934
Jägermeister Porsche (late '70). For many decades I have collected
Porsche model cars (mostly 911) with the thought that I will never be
able to afford one. How life changes.
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President

The President’s Address

By Gunner Mench

The Big Island Hawaii Porsche Club of America just turned 2 years old in February 5th! My,
how time flies!
From our humble beginning as an attempt to bring Porsche Camaraderie to the Big Island
over 4 years ago, when we had only 12 members in the PCA, we have now grown to almost
150 Members! And what a fun and diverse group it is!
The Sweetheart Run Tour in February was so special, with 23 cars and over 45 people participating. Perfect weather, great scenery and driving, wonderful service and lunch at Don’s
Grill in Hilo and a truly fun group of new friends with the common thread of their love for Porsche and the people. Yes, it’s all about the people!
It was thrilling to loan out 5 of my cars again to members without cars, one’s that couldn’t
drive theirs and visitors that have joined us and wanted to come out again. It is as much a
thrill for me to put a smile on the face of someone enjoying one of my classic as it is to drive
them myself. They need the exercise, too! It is a real pleasure.
We have an active schedule for the Club, with events planned every month for this coming
year, new and exciting drives on our Big Island, and new events like tech sessions at local
repair shops. We are talking to the dealer in Oahu about shipping a Taycan over to the Big
Island so we can have a chance to see it without flying over there. Talks continue with Pohakuloa Training Area to see if we can schedule an autocross on their runway while the base
closes in July and December for several weeks. Kona Cars And Coffee continues to
draw crowds every month, and we are exploring venues to hold the same sort of thing
in Hilo on a monthly basis for our members on the East side.

I am representing our Region at several venues during the year on the mainland, including The L.A. Lit Meet which starts in late February and ends with the Porsche
Swap Meet in Anaheim on March first, Porsche Parade in Palm Springs in June, Emory
Porsche Campout in Oregon in July, and Werks Reunion in Monterey in August. Thank
GOD I have a Porsche loving wife! Elli intends to join me at Parade. Please consider
attending some of these events if you can, as it broadens the picture of what makes
the Porsche Club so great, and gives you valuable contacts and fun experiences! You
don’t necessarily need to ship your Porsche to these events, there are cars for rent
almost everywhere in the country and you do not need a Porsche to attend. My first
Parade in Vermont I did not have a car, and I was hooked! Of course the events are
more fun when you have a Porsche there, but it is never required. Information on
shipping your car will be forthcoming in the near future, as it becomes available.
It has been my privilege to connect people with cars, Several of you have acquired or sold
cars by connecting the information with me, so don’t hesitate to let me know if you are looking for something or moving or wanting something different. I have been blessed with the
experience of purchasing and shipping cars to and from the island, so don’t hesitate to ask
me. People have always seemed to connect to me with their needs and desires, and in some
cases. I have been fortunate to oblige. There is no charge for this service, it’s just a part of
being connected to this intimate little club on this Speed Bump in the middle of the Pacific!
Finally I want to thank Andreas Kottschoth for doing such a fine job with this Bi-monthly publication of the Lava Flow and maintenance of our new website at BIH.PCA.ORG He spends
many volunteer hours delighting us and keeping all informed of our various activities.
Thank you, Andreas!
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More Gunner

Click here to watch the clip on YouTube

Gunner with one of the Director of the Porsche Club of Japan, Toshimichi Kuroda!
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Membership

PCA—MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Panorama – the award-winning monthly club magazine, delivered to every
member in the mail. Not available on newsstands.
Bi-Yearly PCA Member Raffles (Fall 2019 – first 8500 tickets sold (US$50/ea.)
= 1 new Cayman GT4 plus $25000 cash, next 4500 = 718 Spyder and so on.
– 5 Cars for the 2019 Fall Raffle were handed out)
Monthly meetings with other Porsche enthusiasts.
Enjoy 10% OFF one order with Pelican Parts
Social and driving events. (see Past Events)
Helpful advice and parts sources.
Full access to the PCA knowledge database
Full access to the PCA main page
Free car valuations.
Annual Porsche Parade
Bi-monthly regional newsletters

One Club covering the USA and Canada
Fourteen Zones (we are in Zone 11)
145 Regions (“Big Island Hawaii” formed in 2018)
77,000+ Porsche households and over 130,000+ members
96 members in Big Island Hawaii Region (December 2019)
Millions of admirers
Anywhere you travel, you are part of the Porsche Family. Even if you travel overseas,
Europe, Australia or Asia, you are part of the worldwide Porsche Club family.
The cost? PCA membership is available in three payment options (2019):
•
1 year….. US$46
•
2 years… US$90
•
3 years… US$132 (best deal)

No Extra cost for the region membership

If you know someone with a Porsche,
ask him/her if he or she is a
PCA member.

March/April 2020
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Text by Andreas Kottschoth (editor & webmaster) and Sabine Kottschoth,
Photos by Kottschoth and Mench

This year in June the 65th Parade will be held in Palm Spring. If
you have never been to a Porsche Parade, please read the following article from last years parade . Maybe you give it a try.
For the first time in five years we
decided to fly to the Porsche Parade, a three day drive to and
from Florida was not in the cards.
So we started our journey on
Thursday afternoon getting to
Winnipeg and then flew down to
Florida on Friday morning. At the
Orlando airport we got picked up
with our rental for the week, a
Panamera Turbo. We just couldn’t arrive at Parade, in a Toyota
Corolla. If you ever want to rent
an exotic car but don’t want to
spent a fortune, I suggest Turo.com . After an enjoyable drive
on US-1 down the coast on we arrived at the Boca Raton Resort in the late afternoon.
The hotel had been decorated with Porsche and PCA logos everywhere and after
checking in, we settled in our room.
Saturday is the warm-up day and I got my two volunteer shifts in early. 4 hours at the
carwash and another 4h at the concourse preparation. Sabine spend the morning
exploring the resort beach club and she finished the day at the Welcome Tent. More
and more of our Porsche friends arrived at the resort during the day.
Sunday, Parade starts with registration. As a seasoned parade participant we waited
out the registration rush and enjoyed a good breakfast in one of the many restaurant
in Boca Raton. Coming back 2 hours later
we finished Registration in less than 15
minutes.
My Sunday included
the Board of Directors Meeting, now
Annual Membership
Meeting. Sounds big
and I can assure you
it was a bit intimidatContinue on page 12

PCA events

Porsche Parade

Page 8

Lava Flow

Our Mission

Our Mission
The purpose of the Club is to bring together drivers of Porsche vehicles. Club membership will promote camaraderie among its members, provide information on brand
vehicles, and organize recreational meetings, events, and excursions. In the past
two years, the Club has developed many activities for its members. Highly recognized events include our Annual Sweet Heart Drive and the Oktober Fest event. Recreational outings are designed to get to know our Island and strengthen the links
among Porsche car users and to promote camaraderie among the members.
The club continues to provide its partners
high-quality services by generating events
that satisfy without exception by respecting
the tradition and prestige of the brand and
Porsche products while interacting with related clubs and the community in a respectful
and proactive manner. Additionally, the Club
is committed to integrate and interact respectfully with those communities that we
visit, trying to approach them in an open and informal way. We want the communities to enjoy the presence of the Club wherever we go. The Big Island Hawaii Region
of the Porsche Club of America also carries out awareness actions among its associates in order to inculcate a prudent use of its vehicles and the unrestricted respect
of the traffic regulations.

Please Join us - click here or visit big.pca.org

March/April 2020
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calendar
Kona Cars and Coffee, Second Saturday of each month, 8am to 10am. Next one is February 8 th, and so
forth. Location Kona Brewing, Kona Hawaii.
March

BIH PCA TOUR March 14

April

BIH PCA TOUR April 18—Spring Fling

May

BIH PCA TOUR May 9 Mother’s Day Circle Island Tour

June

BIH PCA TOUR June 13
Porsche Parade 2020 Palm Springs

July

BIH PCA TOUR July 11 - Summer Fun Run

August

BIH PCA Tour August 8

Werks Reunion PCA Monterey during car week August 14
September

BIH PCA TOUR September 12

October

Oktoberfest October 17

November

BIH PCA Tour November 14
Annual Membership Meeting

December

Christmas BIH PCA December 12

     

        
    
bih.pca.org/calendar/ 

Please Note: As a member of the PCA you can travel to any PCA Region in the country and participate in their events!
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Transverse Dynamics
Technical

Text by Thorsten Elbrigmann (Porsche Newsroom)

The new Porsche Cayenne Turbo S EHybrid is not only the fastest and most
powerful Cayenne of all time—it also
offers a new dimension of transverse
dynamic capabilities. The interplay of all
chassis innovations makes it particular-

straightaways. It’s extremely stable when
cornering and steers agilely. Thanks to numerous adaptive systems, it adjusts to any
driving situation and steadfastly holds its
course when changing lanes. The Cayenne
Turbo S E-Hybrid is capable not only of longitudinal but also lateral dynamics.

“We’ve bundled and perfected all of our
previous experience in the new Cayenne,”
says Karl Heeß, Project Leader Suspension
Model Line SUV at Porsche. The interplay of
the systems significantly increases the performance, driving safety, and comfort of the
new Cayenne Turbo S E-Hybrid. Porsche
Traction Management (PTM) adaptively controls the distribution of drive power between the front and rear axles according to
the driving situation. The three-chamber air
ly fast and agile—performance electrisuspension can map various spring rates
fied.
with a very wide spread, depending on
whether you’re looking for greater comfort
or a sportier driving mode. Porsche Active
Suspension Management (PASM) continuously regulates the force of the shock absorbers for each wheel, based on road conditions and driving mode. Porsche Dynamic
Chassis Control (PDCC) ensures that the
Project Leader Suspension Model Line SUV SUV remains horizontal up to a lateral acceleration of 0.8 g when cornering. Porsche
A drive in the new Cayenne Turbo S ETorque Vectoring Plus (PTV Plus) supports
Hybrid is breathtaking—with a system
steering with targeted braking interventions
output of 500 kW (680 hp) (Cayenne
and provides improved traction when accelTurbo S E-Hybrid: Fuel consumption
erating out of corners, thanks to its fully
combined 3.9 – 3.7 l/100 km; CO2
variable transverse lock. And Porsche 4D
emissions 90 – 85 g/km; electricity conChassis Control connects all of the chassis
sumption (combined) 19.6 – 18.7
systems to one another and continuously
kWh/100 km) and a maximum system
calculates the optimum driving status infortorque of 900 Nm, it accelerates from 0
mation.
to 100 kmh in 3.8 seconds, reaching a
The twenty-one-inch wheels, which are
top speed of 295 kmh. But the SUV
doesn't just show its abilities on

“We’ve bundled and perfected all of our previous
experience in the new
Cayenne.”

Continue on page 20
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….Porsche Parade ….
ing to present the Regions Webpage Committee report in front of the executive and all
other national chairs. With that, all business items had been taken care of and we started discovering the resort . After finding the pool, we laid back and relaxed, to be ready
for the Pirelli Welcome party. Due to the unpredictable weather in Florida, all banquets
had been scheduled in the
Grand Ballroom. Peter Zellner from Porsche Cars
North America presented
again something special to
the PCA family, the 718
Spyder, the 718 GT4 and a
911 Speedster in heritage
colours.
Monday, Day 2
is
Concours
day and it was
a hot day. A
great selection of cars were displayed on the fairway of the Boca Raton Golf
Club just a short walk from the Resort. Note to myself, next time sign your
car up for the concourse, you never know. Our rental car was very clean
and probably would have won its class!
In the afternoon the Art show judging was completed and Sabine who had
entered three items walked away with a 1st place finish in Artisan Crafts,
with a Pepita wallet. (Available for sale at www.icarsoft.ca)
Tuesday was an off day and we went to the beach club and enjoyed the
warm weather with some occasional dips in the ocean. We finished the day
at the Concours Banquet. A word on the food, it was great all week.
One part of Parade is about driving tours
and visiting new places. The first tour we
had signed up was to The REVS institute for
Wednesday. Three groups of 15 cars left in
10 minutes intervals toward Naples on the
Gulf coast . The museum opened their doors
on their off day and we received excellent
guided tours through their collection. After a
lunch break we headed back to base to get
ready for the ‘Banquet of the week’, the TSD
Awards Dinner. The awards included the
newsletter and web page awards. As the
only member of the Web Page Committee is
was my pleasure to present the Web Page.
In class II, I had to present 2nd place trophy
in class II to myself.
Gimmick Rally, has been described as an
extremely large board game. And there are hard core board gamers out there. This

March/April 2020
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The next morning we checked for the Gimmick Rally results. Our score earned us a
9th place out of 81 in the 2-person category. Than it was onto the Tech Tactics sessions with many informative 1h workshops. After sitting still for so long we went back
to the beach and relaxed. The Michelin Autocross banquet closed out the day and
Sabine was announced as a winner in the Art Show.

Parade of Porsche (now Procession of Porsches) is a tradition at
the last day of Parade. This time
we started in the morning and got
escorted by the Florida State Highway Troopers.
On the last day of Parade all the
volunteers are recognized at a
lunch. The day ended with the
Victory Dinner. Great prices were
given away from luggage to tires,
watches and a trip to Germany.
No winners here, but next year, for
sure.
One notable item you may have seen the one-of-a-kind Porsche Motorsport surfboards
in the posted photos. On Friday and on Saturday three boards were auctioned off and
all money is going to the Joe DiMaggio Children’s Hospital. The ‘Gulf’ board went for
$4,500 at the Friday banquet. On Saturday two members gave $7,500 (Pink Pig
board) and $7,100 (Porsche Heritage Design board) to this wonderful cause!
The 8 days went by quickly and we made our way back to Orlando to catch our flight
back to Canada on Sunday afternoon. We enjoyed the 64th
Continue on page 15
Porsche Parade very much and made many new friends . We

PCA events

year we had seven location to find and we had to go to a minimum of 6. After the first
stop, at the Packers museum, we felt pretty good. Another stop was the Champion
Porsche dealership, wow. And at the end of the day we had scored 29 out of possible
31 points. That called for a reward, a German dinner at the Biergarten.
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Porsche Design
Ala Moana Center
1450 Ala Moana Blvd, Honolulu,
HI 96814
phone+1-808-945-3500
Monday – Saturday: 9:30am – 9pm
Sunday: 10am – 7pm

For advertisement opportunities please contact the club at general@bih.pca.org
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….Porsche Parade

It is not to late to join in.
Click here to Register

History of Zone 11

1969, the PCA regions were subdivided into eight geographical zones and grow to 14 zones in 2020. In 2010
Zone 11 was left just Hawaii and Alaska as the two remaining regions in the Zone. In 2018 Big Island Hawaii Region was chartered adding the third region to Zone 11.

A more detail Zone history click here

Other Zone Regions : Hawaii Region & Alaska Region

PCA events

can hardly wait for next year’s Parade in Palm Springs, California at the La Quinta Resort and Club, June 21-27, 2020.
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Do you remember when you got your Porsche ?
If you have photos from your
Porsche delivery? Please
send them to
newsletter@bih.pca.org

Naomi Tanaka our
club treasurer with
her new 2019 718

Picked up the car in Winnipeg at –22F

Andreas Kottschoth our club webmaster and editor
with his first Porsche a 2002 911, back in 2013

March/April 2020
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Lava Flow
Come and visit our New WEBPAGE @ bih.pca.org

Social Media

Page 18

PCA Sim Racing - Simracing.pca.org
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Technical

……..Transverse Dynamics
standard equipment, support a dynamic
driving style. The factory-fitted Porsche
Ceramic Composite Brake (PCCB) ensures
top braking performance for the most exacting requirements. One useful investment for even more agility and stability is
the optional rear-axle steering. Not only
does it reduce the turning circle from 12.1
to 11.5 meters by steering three degrees,
it also steers the rear wheels up to 80
kmh in the opposite direction from the
front axle for greater manoeuvrability and
precision. When driving fast straight
ahead, the rear-axle steering has a stabilizing effect, steering parallel to the front
wheels up to the final speed, for example,
when changing lanes on the freeway. The
Cayenne’s front axle therefore doesn’t
have to pull the rear axle around—it actively shapes the directional movement.
As a result, the Cayenne is able to implement its high system power by combining
combustion engine and electric motor
safely and efficiently. And what’s the result of all this engineering? In a nutshell,
Karl Heeß says, “When you drive the Cayenne Turbo S E-Hybrid, you think you're
sitting in a classic sports car.”
45.5%
of the vehicle weight on the Cayenne Turbo S E-Hybrid rests on the rear axle. The
distribution is even more balanced, which
benefits the lateral dynamics.

245 to 162 mm
of ground clearance are offered by the
three-chamber air suspension. In conjunction with Porsche Active Suspension Management (PASM), the hardness and height
of the chassis are adapted to the ground
and the situation.
Up to 0.8 g
of lateral acceleration and the resulting
body roll are compensated for by the electromechanical Porsche Dynamic Chassis
Control (PDCC).
11.5 meters
is the turning circle with rear-axle steering,
as opposed to 12.1 meters without it. In
addition, the combination with Porsche
Torque Vectoring Plus (PTV Plus) provides
even more agile steering and greater driving stability at high speeds.
50 %
is the weight savings on the brake disks
thanks to Porsche Ceramic Composite
Brakes (PCCB).
4D
Porsche 4D Chassis Control enables the
chassis systems to act in concert and proactively in anticipation of the driving situation ahead.
Text first published in the Porsche customer magazine Christophorus, No. 393.

Photo: Porsche AG Cayenne coupe

March/April 2020
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Source : 2018_Panorama_Media_Kit
Top: Gunners garage #1

Left : Andreas Cayenne & 911

Member Column
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A New Perspective on an Old Car
text and photo by Member Rhys Haydon (Secretary)

The funniest thing happened, I went back
in time. I started driving a 1956 Porsche
356 as my daily and it has taken me back
to a time when these cars were “normal”.
I have been noticing lately as I go to different car events that the act of driving the
car is no longer special; There is less flair,
less pageantry, less worry. Because driving this car
has become
my only option I now
use it as intended.
I
take it to the
store, the dog
park,
and
(heaven forbid) drive it in
the rain.

This has made me think more about what
I seek in my car collecting journey and has
opened my eyes to new facets of integrating my cars in my life. I said above that
driving the car is no longer special, and
this is my favorite Porsche I have had.
What I mean by that is when driving most
of my other cars I find myself on edge and
seek the feeling of being relaxed and at
ease which I feel marks a transcendence
in the drive. It is when we escape thinking
about the value, stop fixating on the lack
of modern features, and are able to take
the car as it was delivered from the dealership: special, but a functional machine.
I am not suggesting that I am reckless
with the car or lose sight of being able to
drive a grail car of mine.
A friend of mine at Cars and Coffee remarked that really I just brought my daily.
That was when this idea was finally
cemented and I was able to put

words to my feelings. It is true, I woke up
that morning and got in the same car I
drive regardless of where I am going.
These last few weeks I have been making a
point of letting more people get in the car,
not minding dirt and bugs on the windscreen, and living with my classic as if it
was just another car on the road.

If this is something that resonates with you
I challenge you to pick a day a few days
next week and drive your “baby” as if she
was your only option. Try not to change
your day because of it, sure you should
park out at the end of the parking lot, but if
you need to pick up milk do it in the car you
cherish. It may take some time to get used
to this feeling, but I think you too will find
the reward well worth it. I now find myself
sitting in traffic or driving on the freeway
and have a moment where I realize just
what my reality is, I am driving my favorite
car, and I have found that joy to be greater
than the protective fearfulness I used to
have.

March/April 2020
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Porsche 911 Carrera
Throttle Body Cleaning
The Carrera throttle body is a precision
piece of equipment that is subject to a
rather harsh environment. After years of
reliable service, the throttle body may
become dirty or clogged, which may result in lowered performance. You may
find that there is a lot of built-up dirt, particularly if a previous owner didn't change
the air filter too often. Remove the air
box. Begin by loosening the hose clamp
holding the boot to the throttle body, then
squeeze the tabs on the MAF connector

to release it. Now open the harness holder clip. Pull the oil filler tub up and out of
its clip on the air box and finally unbolt
the 13mm bolt holding the air box inside
the engine compartment and carefully lift
the air box out of the car. Remove the
throttle body (green, yellow and purple
arrows) from the intake plenum and then
take it over to your workbench and clean
it out using some carburetor cleaner. Run
lint-free cloths through all of the passages and make sure all the dirt and debris
is removed. Be sure to check your intake
plenum boots for cracks while the throttle body is off and replace if necessary.

DIY Tips

Reprint from Pelican Parts - Pelican Technical Article by Wayne R. Dempsey

This is what your throttle body should
look like after you've finished cleaning it.
Shown here is the early-style cable throttle with the idle control valve (green arrow). This valve
controls the air that
passes by the
throttle.
If
it's
clogged you will get
erratic idle and
warm up problems.
Be sure to use a
new gasket when
you remount the
idle control valve to
the throttle body.
With the throttle body completely clean,
remount it to the intake plenum using a
new rubber gasket (yellow arrow, inset
photo)
Clean out any oil and debris from the inside of your intake plenum, and replace
the rubber hoses/boots if they are old or
cracking. This photo shows the inside of
the intake plenum on one of our project
cars, which had a disastrous engine failure. Those small pieces of metal that you
see there are leftover piston rings! Normally, you will only find oil and gas residue in the intake plenum. If your air-oil
separator has failed,
then you will indeed
find plenty of excess
oil in here and also
coating the throttle
body that needs to be
removed.

www.pelicanparts.com/Porsche/techarticles/

Pelican
Technical
Article

BIH events
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5th Annual Sweetheart Run
Photos by Pam Rodhe , Linda L Nelson, Gerald Ann and Mark Senft

On February 15 the Big Island Hawaii Region held
their 5th Sweetheart Run. 50 Members in 21 cars
showed up at 10:00 am at the Waikoloa Village Center parking lot. After getting our safety meeting and
waiver sign-ups out of the way, we presented every
lady with a red rose.
The group then made their way towards Kawaihae, on the
windy, twisty Kawaihae Road. Our first stop was at Tex’s
Drive-In for their famous Malasadas! Some grabbed a box
full and munched away on the remaining drive! What a
beautiful day it was for a drive.
Laupahoehoe was one of our main stops with its amazing
backdrop, so full of energy. We took the opportunity to take
some photos including Jim and Pam’s new Cayman GTS.
Gunners 89 Turbo Cabriolet was the perfect prop for all the
ladies.
From there we drove back up to the highway and turned to-

March/April 2020
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wards Hilo. Don’s Grill in Hilo was a great
spot to end the beautiful day! Great service
and we had our own room.

Thanks to everyone who came out and
celebrated our sweethearts and enjoy
the day with our Porsche club family!

More photos on our web page

Guest column
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R U Manual or Automatic?

www.thedriver-series.com/bio

So, let me ask you car enthusiasts a question
that’s been weighing on my mind: Manual or Automatic? Why do I want to know? If you’ve spent
as much time perusing the web as I have, you
already know the lay of the land on the usual suspects like ‘Bring-a-Trailer’, ‘Rennlist’ or ‘6-Speed’:
Manual transmission – Yes.
Automatic transmission – HELL NO.
It seems the argument is very particular and personal when it comes to Porsches. How many
times has a Porsche with Tiptronic or PDK come
up for sale and the purists claim that if there’s no
third pedal, the Porsche in question falls into the
‘unworthy’ category? Based on my casual calculations, it comes up within the first four or five postings.
You’ve read them,
right? For instance, there’s a
great looking, low
mileage 996 Turbo with choice
options. But wait –
one glaring Thing
gets some of the
posters’ tongues
(or keyboards) a
wagging. The
Thing? The car
has a Tip! Suddenly poster XYZ claims that he’d
never buy a Tip. How could anyone ever consider
buying a Porsche with anything but a manual
transmission? Of course, poster XYZ has never
bought, let alone bid on an actual car, manual or
automatic transmission.
Are there Tip defenders? Sure. For example, poster ABC mentions how he appreciates not having
to row gears in city traffic or how he wants a 996
Turbo just for cruising. Of course, poster XYZ then
responds with “hey @ABC, why don’t you consider
a Mercedes SL instead, Mr. Wimp.” Then their
posts are instantly kicked off as being inappropriate. It just wears me out.

356’s at Coffee and Cars

Text by Rob Turner, Guest Columnist

At a recent Porsche event I ran into a guy with a
note pad who was going from car to car making
notations on the pad. He glanced inside a 993
Cab and proclaimed “Yep, a real Porsche!” Then
he made a mark on the pad. I strolled over to
him. Glancing at the pad, I saw he’d added a
hash in a ‘Real Porsche’ column. I just couldn’t
help myself.

“What ‘cha doing?”
“Counting Porsches to see which ones are real
and which ones aren’t.”
“Ya don’t say…where are you at?”
“About 50/50.”
“Hmmm” Glancing around the parking lot I said, “I
don’t see anything but real Porsches. Am I missing
something?”
He looked at his pad again and recounted. He
looked up.
Pointing at a nearby GT3, I mentioned that it only
came with PDK. “It’s the best way to get around
the track as fast as possible,” I said.
He nodded. “Uh huh, that’s what I hear.”
I pointed to my own nearby car; it has a PDK.
“I searched the whole country for a car in that color with PDK. After 40+ years of doing clutch work,
I deserved a break,” I added.
“Yeah, I hear those PDK’s are pretty nice.”
“So I have to ask, if you’re a manual-‘til-you-die
sort, does that mean you only like wind-up windows, no AC, AM-FM radio – because a cassette
player is pushing it a bit, don’t you think? And no
Cruise Control? Man, that’s what your right foot is
for.” I added only half kidding.
“Point taken.” He turned and strolled towards the
next car, peered into the interior and made another hash.
I get it. A manual gives you that direct connection
to the drive train. Then there’s that visceral feeling
of moving the gearshift through the gates. And
heel-and-toeing as you rapidly downshift is amazing. From what I read, Porsche sells the most manual transmissions in the U.S. market. But count
me among the converts; the PDK is pretty awesome. And as a bonus, my left calf muscle no longer looks like a nice-sized salad plate.
Will I buy another manual transmission car?
What?! Of course I will, in a second. But it will be a
classic like a 951 or 968. And it sure as hell will
have the original cassette player because when
you’re going manual, you may as well be completely Old School.
And on that exhaust note, see you all next time.
Yep, busted again. Guilty as charged.
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Buy @ bih.pca.org/shop

The Big Island Hawaii Region Store is the place you can buy apparel/items with the Region’s
Logo. You can show your support for Big Island Hawaii Region with any purchase from our
store. You can buy products embroidered or printed with the Big Island Hawaii Region logo as
well as other region’s and PCA products.

The club is working with the PCA supplier to develop our own Web store for the
Big Island Region. We will keep you
posted.

These items are available at the Habour Gallery, click on
the link and you will be forwarded to the shopping cart.

Merchandise

New Merchandise is on its way

Porsche Hawaii
Porsche Hawaii

730 Ala Moana Blvd,
Porsche Centre
Winnipeg –660 Pembina Highway,
Honolulu,
HI 96813,
Winnipeg,
Manitoba,
R3M 2M5
Main: (808) 354-0003
Phone: 204.284.7521
Service: (808) 670-1584
Fax: 204.284.0390
Parts:
(808) 518-4905
www.winnipeg.porschedealer.com
www.porschehawaii.com

Sales Hours
Monday - Tuesday : 8:00AM - 9:00PM
Wednesday - Friday : 8:00AM - 6:00PM
Sales Hours
Saturday : 9:00AM - 5:00PM
Monday - Friday : 8:30AM
Service- 6:00PM
Hours
Saturday
9:00AM- 4:30PM
- 5:00PM
Monday
- Friday :: 7:30AM
Parts Hours
Service
Hours
Monday--Friday
Friday :: 8:00AM
Monday
7:30AM- 5:00PM
- 5:30PM

