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We are part of the Porsche club
family, but some of you may
own other vehicles as daily drivers or trucks to haul material.
(OK Gunner, you are different)
So we as well have non-Porsche
cars in our driveway. One is an
HHR, and the other a previous
generation of the Trailblazer.
Both of those cars are getting
into an age range where a North
American vehicle becomes as
expensive to maintain as a Porsche car.
So, where do we go from here?
To replace those trusted vehicles or keep them? The first
stop was Porsche.com or, in our
case Porsche.ca. Those pages
are so inviting; come on in and
look; you will like what you see.
The advertising people did their
job, no question about that.
They know how to get you
hooked.
As a daily driver in our climate,
remember we live in Northwestern Ontario, where the first
snow falls in October or early
November, and there is still ice
on the lakes in April, only 3 Porsche models would fill our demands. The Macan, Cayenne,
and the Panamera. We rented a
Panamera for the 2019 Parade
in Boca Raton; my wife fell in
love with the limousine. It is an
excellent car, so let's look at
Panamera's. When you start
browsing and clicking, the number on the top right-hand corner
is growing and growing. When
you think you are ready for
checkout, this voice came on
and asking,
"Did you find everything OK?"
Oh, I was looking for the 'Sport
Design carbon package".

Sir, you find that in aisle 3, click,
thanks, that will be $10,000
extra. Is that all, sir?
I am not sure if you have been
to a Porsche dealer lately or on
their web page? There are no
bargain deals for Porsche cars
anywhere.
But, I found one option at no
extra cost, yes! It is the German
Delivery. What a great idea. Going home to my birthplace to
pick up a new car at the factory
and drive it in Europe for a couple of weeks. Oh wait, we cant
travel at the moment—darn virus.
So at the moment, a brand new
Porsche is not in the books. Lets
put this on the wish list with the
note that it will be with German
delivery when we buy a new Porsche.
Moving over to the used section on the web page only to see
that used Porsche are not 'on
sale' either. The realization
kicks in quickly that a Porsche
fleet increase is not a feasible
option right now.
Am I abending the brand? No, I
don't think so.
I love Porsche, but at the moment there are more important
things in life than buying a Porsche car.
How about 'Fahrvergnügen' or
'Vorsprung Durch Technik"?
Yeah, staying in the family
sound like a sensible thing to
do.
Stay tuned.

Andreas, your Editor, and
Webmaster
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President

President’s Garage

Aloha and A
Hui Ho! Until
the next time!
Gunner Mench,
President

We are now maturing as one of the newest clubs in the Porsche Club od America, and with your support we now exceed the membership size of the Alaska
Region, with it’s dealership present,
though with many challenges especially
related to the weather. Just so you know
if you feel it’s too warm here, they have
ice races on frozen lakes to give excitement through the long Winters! We sure
can’t do that here! We are blessed with
the most diverse Zone, #11, encompassing the 2 regions in Hawaii and the
Alaska region.

What is there to say about the Sweetheart Run in February except that it
was our most attended outing in the
short history of the club. 28 cars and
about 50 participants made for a great
day. The ladies all got their roses as is
our tradition now for the 6th year, as this
is one of the yearly events that started
when the club was just a glimmer in our
eyes and we only had quarterly events
organized. What a great group of people
we have in our club! We skirted bad
weather once again and had a spirited
drive on some of the finest driving roads
There is reason to celebrate! We contin- on the planet.
ue to grow, soon exceeding 150 mem- We have our monthly events to look forbers, with more new Porsches arriving ward to with the March to Kohala and
weekly from the mainland, and adding the Spring Fling in April followed by our
to our ranks. And now, we have reached annual Mother’s Day Circle Island Tour
our 3rd Anniversary as a club on Febru- in May. Something for everyone to participate in with short rides and long
ary 5th.
hauls to suit every taste as we exit this
January’s New Year’s Run to the volcapandemic in the coming year. The reno weas spectacular in so many ways.
strictions will be reduced, and hopefully
Some of you know that the night of the
toward the end of the year we will be
newest eruption, just shy of Christmas
able to gather again as a group in the
by a few days, I got a text from a friend
same venue for our Oktoberfest and
living in the Volcano area telling me that
Kilauea had suddenly erupted, with no Christmas Party to finish 2021.
warning, boiling off the water lake that
had accumulated in the giant sink hole
when the volcano collapsed after having
wiped out over 700 homes just below it.
Elli and I finished baking the last batch
of German Christmas cookies and
hopped in the Cayenne and were over
there by 1 o’clock, just several hours
after the initial eruption around 9:30.
Billowing clouds of ash and steam
spewed forth in brilliant orange and toxic gases laced with Sulfur Dioxide and
particles of fine glass spewed forth continuously. We ended up getting 2 hours
of sleep before crawling into work the
next morning with big smiles of the lifetime experience the night before. The
New Year run featured much more tame
activity on the part of the Volcano, but
the group enjoyed a dramatic experience and a fun ride together.

This year end we are bound to hold
elections for new officers, so the people
you trust to be in charge will be stepping
up and perhaps shifting roles and learning new club skills. Be sure to let the
current board members know if you
wish to participate and be more involved with the fun activities of our club.
Nominations are in October, Elections in
November . Current officers are eligible
for re-election nomination if they so
choose, for their second term as stated
in the bylaws.
Let’s count our blessings as we enjoy
our group in the safest, most beautiful
and diverse place on the planet. You
know we make the rest of the world envious when they see what fun we are
having here. ■
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Gunner Mench, President
president@bih.pca.org

Robert Wall, Vice President
vicepresident@bih.pca.org

Region Historian,
Membership Chair,
Dealership Liaison,
Social Media Chair

Safety Chair

Naomi Tanaka, Treasurer
treasurer@bih.pca.org

Rhys Haydon, Secretary
secretary@bih.pca.org

Mailing address
PCA BIH, P.O. Box6050, Kamuela, HI 96743
Physical address
Harbor Gallery, 61-3665 Akoni Pule Highway,
Kamuela, HI 96743

IT’S NOT JUST THE CARS,
IT’S THE PEOPLE
Andreas Kottschoth,
Board Member
Webmaster & newsletter editor

Email: general@bih.pca.org
webpage: bih.pca.org

webmaster@bih.pca.org

Bill Hughes
Board Member
memberatlarge@bih.pca.org

Mark Senft, Driving Tours
Board Member
tours@bih.pca.org
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calendar

March 13, 2021
April 10, 2021
May 8, 2021
June 10, 2021
July 11-17, 2021
July 10, 2021

March to Kohala
BIH Spring Fling
Mother’s Day Circle Island Tour
BIH PCA TOUR
Porsche Parade 2021 French Lick, IN
Summer Fun Run


bih.pca.org/calendar/
Please Note: As a member of the PCA you can travel to any PCA Region in the country and participate in their events!

History of Zone 11

1969, the PCA regions were subdivided into eight geographical zones and grow to 14 zones in 2020. In 2010
Zone 11 was left just Hawaii and Alaska as the two remaining regions in the Zone. In 2018 Big Island Hawaii Region was chartered adding the third region to Zone 11.

A more detail Zone history click here

Other Zone Regions : Hawaii Region & Alaska Region

Porsche bits
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The only Porsche Carrera GT race car in the
world could be yours
Nik Berg

Hagerty/Media

Porsche never made a racing version of the crazy Carrera GT, but that didn’t stop a Belgian owner having one built, dubbing it the Carrera GT-R.
The one-off hypercar was modified for track use
by Belgian endurance racing race team GPR
Racing in 2005 at a cost of 220,000 Euros
(around $340,000 today) on top of the original
$448,000 sticker price.
The changes included fitting a Motec control unit
for the V-10 engine, bespoke wishbones and
pushrods for the suspension, new AP Racing
brakes, and a racing clutch. An air lift system
was installed for rapid pit stops to change the
BBS magnesium wheels. The interior was
stripped of all luxury items, the passenger seat
was replaced by a fire extinguisher system, and
the driver’s seat with a racing unit and Willans
harness.
This so-called GT-R was built to compete in the
World Endurance Championship but Balance of
Performance rules prevented it being permitted
to deploy its 650 hp in competition. The irony
here is that the Carrera GT actually begun life as
a secret Le Mans Prototype that also never
made it to a circuit.
Despite the car being ineligible for racing, the
owner did manage to put it to good use on the
road and on track days, and the car has covered
just over 2000 km (1,240 miles). It is currently for sale at German specialist dealer Mechatronik near Stuttgart for 849,000 Euros or just
over $1 million US. ■
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PCA—MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
Panorama – the award-winning monthly club magazine, delivered to every member in
the mail. Not available on newsstands.

•

Bi-Yearly PCA Member Raffles (Fall 2020 – first 8500 tickets sold (US$50/ea.) = 1
new Porsche 911 Targa 4S plus $25000 cash, next 4500 = 2-Targa and so on. – 7
Cars for the 2020 Fall Raffle where handed out in Feb 2021)

•

Monthly meetings with other Porsche enthusiasts.

•

Enjoy 10% OFF one order with Pelican Parts

•

Social and driving events. (see Past Events)

•

Helpful advice and parts sources.

•

Full access to the PCA knowledge database

•

Full access to the PCA main page

•

Free car valuations.

•

Annual Porsche Parade

•

Bi-monthly regional newsletters

One Club covering the USA and Canada
Fourteen Zones (we are in Zone 11)
146 Regions (“Big Island Hawaii” formed in 2018)
77,000+ Porsche households and over 130,000+ members

147 members in the Big Island Hawaii
Region (February 2020)
Millions of admirers
Anywhere you travel, you are part of the Porsche Family. Even if you travel overseas, Europe, Australia or Asia, you are part of the worldwide Porsche Club family.
The cost? PCA membership is available in three payment options (2020):

•

1 year….. US$46

•

2 years… US$90

•

3 years… US$132 (best deal)

No Extra cost for the region membership

If you see someone with a Porsche, ask
him/her if he or she is a PCA member.

Membership

•

Page 10

Lava Flow

March/April

Page 11

Our Mission
Porsche products while interacting
with related clubs and the community in a respectful and proactive manner. Additionally, the Club is committed to integrate and interact respectfully with those communities that we
visit, trying to approach them in an
open and informal way. We want the
communities to enjoy the presence
of the Club wherever we go. The Big
Island Hawaii Region of the Porsche
Club of America also carries out
awareness actions among its associates in order to inculcate a prudent
use of its vehicles and the unrestricted respect of the traffic regulations.
Come and join us.
The club continues to provide its
partners high-quality services by
generating events that satisfy without exception by respecting the tradition and prestige of the brand and

Our Mission

The purpose of the Club is to bring
together drivers of Porsche vehicles.
Club membership will promote camaraderie among its members, provide information on brand vehicles,
and organize recreational meetings,
events, and excursions. In the past
two years, the Club has developed
many activities for its members.
Highly recognized events include
our Annual Sweet Heart Drive and
the Oktober Fest event. Recreational
outings are designed to get to know
our Island and strengthen the links
among Porsche car users and to
promote camaraderie among the
members.

Club Apperal
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New CLUB Merchandise

now on-line
No minimum order required. All prices are in US$ and items
can be shipped via USPS, UPS or Fedex.
We will add more items as the year goes on, please stay tune.

Buy @ bih.pca.org/shop

Buy Logo t-shirts, pins, patches, badges, key fobs through Harbor Gallery. All proceeds go to our club.

March/April
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Porsche-History

Reprint from Central Indiana Region (CIR)

Porsche Fitness
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text and photo by Member Rhys Haydon (club Secretary)

The Porsche 356 was the starting point
for Dr. Porsche and shaped the future of
the company we still know and love. The
rear engine, aircooled automobile was not
unheard of at that time, but the engineering was superior, the styling more popular
and these cars have remained benchmarks for enthusiasts and collectors even
50 years after the last one was assembled.
The Type 356 started in 1948 and production ended in 1965 when it was replaced by the also iconic 911. These cars
were initially hand made on wooden body
bucks and throughout the production cycle they were always assembled by talented craftsman to a high standard. From
1948 until 1955 you had changes in
manufacturing occurring frequently and
while many of these are minor the continued refinement made the 1956-1959
356A the first “production” model. With
this A model the production numbers and
demand rose and Porsche was able to get
more cars to eagerly awaiting dealerships
and customers around the world. These
cars had been found to be capable drivers, reliable racers, and stylishly well received. The 356A, had more creature
comforts as well, including a wider range
of radio choices, the addition of a temperature gauge and fuel gauge as stock features and a synchronized gear box. The A
also offered more choices in engine displacement than had previously been offered and this allowed for better performance, or lower cost.
1960 marked the start of the 356B line
which ran until 1963. These cars carried
a larger more refined body with better
visibility, an improved gearbox with shorter throws and improved synchros, and
larger brakes. They had settled in to fewer
engine displacement offerings by this
time and you could get a Normal, Super,
or Super90, which had 60, 75, or 90
horsepower respectively. The engines also had changes to improve reliability as

well as ease of servicing. The increased displacement also led to
necessity for larger brakes which
were better designed to allow
more rapid cooling. While the
356B has gone down in history as
the least desirable car in the eyes
of many collectors, but at the time
they represented the best in what
Porsche had to offer and could be
purchased as either a Coupé, Cabriolet, or Roadster depending on
the ordering parties preference. In 1963
the final 356B models used an updated
body styling called the T-6 style. This new
body style included many changes that
we typically associate with the final iteration of the 356, the 356C.
Starting in 1964 until the end of production in 1965 was the 356C. This car was
the pinnacle of Porsche and while as a
company they were going headlong in the
direction of the already announced Type
901 they incorporated many new features
into the 356C. First is the body refinement of an external fuel filler. This removed the need to open the hood of the
car to put gas in also lowering the risk of
the dreaded “hood kink” that would occur
with improper closure of
the hood. Another new
feature were disc
brakes, which while not
new for Porsche, became standard equipment for all cars. The
transmission was once
again improved to allow
easier use and the engine case was changed
to allow increased longevity and improve reliability. The 356C has long been thought of
as the car people suggest to those looking for a 356 as a driver as they feel both
refined and the aforementioned changes
make them the easiest to drive. ■

Member Column

356 Intro
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Photos by Rob Garlinghouse, Heidi Mckeague and Gunner Mench
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On the ninth day into this promising New Year of 2021, our Porsche-loving Big
Island family gathered together at the Kona Commons shopping center in busy
Kailua-Kona which is back to it’s usual crawling-with-tourists element. Everyone
was lively and raring to vroom on a slightly overcast Saturday morning with comfortable mid-80 degree temperatures. Conversationalists circled the crowd,
buzzing with anticipation for the day ahead.
Our 928 “sweep”, podiatrist Dr. Mark Senft, called everyone to attention as he
went over the route and directed everyone as to where to regroup once we left
and traversed through 6 town traffic lights. He informed us that we had our club
president and owner of Kawaihae Harbor Gallery, Gunner Mench, leading the
front in his ‘trust ‘06 Cayenne S while he reined in the rear with a few others in
between communicating via 2-way radio. And off we commenced! Engines
growled and we courteously proceeded with caution through the active industrial
district turning right onto Queen Ka’ahumanu Highway and proceeded south
about 2 miles to reconvene just after the Pines Plaza. Once everyone was accounted for, approximately 15 of the finest German-built roadsters and hot rods
hit the heated pavement with engines blazing.
For the next 90 minutes, the Big Island Hawaii Porsche Club of America #144
made their way towards Na’alehu, passing through Kam III intersection in

PCA events

Report by Heidi Mckeague

Volcano tour
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Keauhou, up the double lanes, and continuing past Kainaliu, Kealakekua, & Captain
Cook, staying together in uniform formation. Once we entered Honaunau into
Napo’opo’o, it was smooth sailing. Engines
by this point were thoroughly warmed up,
purring, and stealthily maneuvering
through the sleepy town of Ho’okena, most
popularly known for it’s black & white sand
beach which harbors pods of cheerful dolphins in the early morning hours.
From that point, the highway has some of
the islands smoothest roads & safely

Hawai‘i Volcanoes
National Park

Photos by Rob Garlinghouse, Heidi Mckeague and Gunner Mench
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banked turns which we whipped around with
sheer ecstatic enjoyment.

Just before our rest stop in Na’alehu, we
coasted downhill, winding through the
sweet little turns of Waiohinu, grazing past
the historic Mark Twain’s tree, & pulled
into the Punalu’u Bakery like a stampede
of stallions. Everyone was ready to stretch

Volcano tour

Continuing on this part of the island is quiet
solitude near the dense forests of Manuka
State Park until the nation’s largest subdivision Ocean View, built over barren desolate
sharp a’a lava, more than 11,500 inexpensive lots being built in the active lava zone 2.
Then on through the district of Ka’u, where
one can cliff jump at the southernmost tip of
Hawaii island. Passing through Pahala, you
can visit the monks of Nechung Dorje Drayang Ling Temple & Retreat in Wood Valley &
swim with turtles at Punalu’u Black Sand
Beach. Maybe we can plan that for another
adventure! Some of the most picturesque
coastline is in this area, including a plethora
of macadamia nut and coffee fields.

Volcano Tour
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their legs & enjoy some freshly baked
delicacies, primarily an assortment of
malasadas & fruit turnovers. If you stop
by, don’t miss out on the Bismark, a
chocolate-covered, Bavarian crème-filled
or a lilikoi-glazed malasada! We took our
time relaxing in the outdoor veranda next
to their koi fish pond and the tropical
plants of their well-maintained and diversely landscaped property.
After fueling-up on our sweet treats, it
was time to head to the Volcano Village
for real sustenance. As we neared the
Hawaii Volcanoes National Park, we entered new territory, rolling fields of centuries-old lava dappled with the young
growth of ‘ohi’a lehua trees & different
hāpu’u ferns emerging from cemented
stone. The speed limit dropped to the
snail’s crawl of 35 mph and it felt like we
we had been transported back in time to
the days of horse-&-buggies. & with that
thought by gosh darn it, we were! We did
actually pass a well-preserved old military
Willy’s Jeep from the 1940’s. You don’t
see those every day!
Soon enough, we pulled into the town of
Volcano Village & indulged in an afternoon meal at the Lava Rock Café, a great
place to get a good burger or fish tacos.
Gratefully the establishment was able to
accommodate all of us eventually, with
some having to wait for a table due to
limited seating. At this point, a few finished early and went to the park’s volcano crater lookout ahead of the majority of
the group as the day was getting long.
Some
of
us
caught up with
them as they
were about to
exit and still others decided to
return home early after a long day
of energetic driving. We did not
finish the day
with the intended
stop in Hilo.

As the fortunate passenger on many of
these Porsche runs over the last few
years & an island girl born and raised
here, I’ve been to the park before but it
was my slick, 2007 Cayman-driving
speed racer’s first time viewing the
unique sights. From the crater overlook
parking lot, we walked a short trail to the

incredibly expansive impression of Halema’uma’u, the collapsed peak of our active Kīlauea Volcano, newly emitting
clouds of volcanic gases & filling up with
hot molten lava that has been glowing in
the night sky since the eve of December
20 after a period of inactivity for 28
months & reviving the interests of enthusiastic tourists and locals alike.
As we took in the glory of this magnificent expression of nature, Hawaiian
chants were heard being offered to the
goddess Pele. It was serendipitous being
there to witness. Many of us including
myself, used this opportunity to capture
photos and I was drawn to the native red
‘ōhelo berries which the nene geese
feast on & I tasted a few too. I also gravitated toward a shell lei strewn on a bush
& a dried maile lei hanging on an ‘ohi’a
tree that cultural practitioners had left as
an offering. The beauty and the feeling of
deep connection here fills one’s soul with
that of something much greater than us.
This was by far the most enjoyable &
fun trip around the island I’ve been privilege to & look forward to embrace more
escapades with all of you. Hele mai!
Come join us on a future drive! Porsches
away! ■
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Snake charming in a Porsche 718 Cayman

Technical

Porsche Club News

ROADS by Porsche app
Running west to east and starting in Glossop, a small town
near Manchester, the road
climbs steeply out of the suburbs and straight onto moorland. The tarmac flows with a
certain rhythm and the Porsche can stretch its metaphorical legs on this initial uphill run.
With 294 kW (400 hp) and 420
Nm from a naturally-aspirated
flat-six engine, the Cayman’s
manual
gearbox
gets
a
workout as the road’s summit
approaches.
Up here, the fog rolls in quickly and it’s
easy to see how Snake Pass could become impassable in winter. Indeed, because it crests over the hill outside Glossop and because this is the north of
England, snow can be a problem in the
colder months, often forcing the route to
close.
This is the only time the road crests over
a summit – at most of the other points it
snakes along the middle of the topography, rarely dropping into the valley floor
but never going back over the top either.
As it drops down from the hill outside
Glossop, there are a series of challenging curves towards pine forests and deciduous woods as the Cayman kicks the
trees’ discarded leaves up from the floor.
Here, the Python Green machine finds

no camouflage, contrasting vividly with
the autumnal colours that line the road.
It’s a beautiful road through this section
and a stark contrast to the open moorland. The sightlines aren’t as clear, but
that doesn’t matter – simply drop the
speed to admire the view.
It appears the Cayman may be the ultimate travelling companion on the Snake
Pass: being naturally aspirated, the 718
GTS 4.0 reacts to every twitch of the
throttle and, with the sports exhaust button pressed, the evocative flat-six engine note provides an excellent accompaniment as the sound bounces off the
trees and valley sides.
From the woods, the road opens up
again, surrounded by drystone walls and
sheep munching on the last of the year’s
fresh grass. Technically, Snake Pass
finishes at the Ladybower Reservoir
at Ashopton, but the A57 carries on
towards the city of Sheffield, from
where it’s easy to get onto a major
motorway and on for wherever the
journey takes you.
Or you could just turn round and do it
again, as we do. ■

All photos by Porsche AG

February issue

Bih.pga.org

Panorama
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Report by Jeri Gantley , BIH Club Member

Saturday morning brilliant sunshine and blue skies painted the picture of a perfect day for a
tour of the island of Hawaii with the PCA group led by Gunner Mench. Love was in the air as
the group of greater than 50 members met up in Waikoloa Village in preparation for the approximately three-hour tour ahead. As promised, individual buds of passionate pink, blush,
and bold red roses were distributed to each of the ladies in honor of the day of love. Smiling
eyes graced the masked faces of our members as we gathered in the parking area admiring
the myriad of gleaming Porsches scanning the decades of classic to contemporary models.
Shined and tuned, these magnificent automobiles dramatically aligned next to one another
drew the fascination of onlookers passing by. Whistles filled the air. Gunner and Mark recited
the regulations per the PCA organization protocol and then the words, “Start your engines and
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Photos by Photos/Videos by Linda L Nelson, Dawn Cameron
Garlinghouse, Roger Johnson and Gunner Mench
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let’s ride!,” echoed across the lot. Vrrooom! Vrrrooom!! announced the readiness of each driver,
those beautiful tones unique to powerful sports
cars known as Porsche. Heads turned in admiration. Since there were such a large number of autos we divided into two groups making it easier to
remain together. Number ones departed first with
number two close behind. Once we were assembled on the highway shoulder, the green flag of
departure waved us onto the road, each vehicle
veering left to travel in formation as one big pa-

Lava Flow
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Hawaii, challenged us to hold onto our hats and
roses as the ladies lined up in front of our Porsches for a portrait documenting the event. Wild
described the moment! Vistas of snow-capped
mountains presented themselves as billowy
clouds dispersed and bone-chilling breezes
creeped up our spines. We couldn’t wait to fire
up those vociferous engines and feel the road
beneath us once again. From here we turned
west driving the Saddle Road a short distance to

Waiki’i Ranch Road where the real adventure
began. Here the road meets the sky with undulating hills and sexy curves just made for the highperformance Porsches. Our sunshine disappeared while smoldering grey, foggy skies misted
the road beneath us. The thrill of danger came
with each blind curve as drivers pushed the limits
of their skills in these conditions. Accelerating at the bottom of each hill thrust us up

PCA events

rade of classic automobiles. Coursing up the
mauna, we cruised along the Mamalahoa Highway through magnificent black fields of historic
lava flows until we turned on the Daniel K. Inouye
Highway east toward Hilo. Two lanes traveling the
same direction taunted drivers anxious to unleash their vehicles’ capability. Horsepower resonated from the engines as daring drivers pulled
into the passing lane exhibiting performance
these icons of speed were designed for. Hands
gripped steering wheels, faces beamed with
pride while smoking past fellow participants.
Boisterous engines reverberated between the
volcanic mountains of Mauna Loa and the towering Mauna Kea as we raced in formation up the
Saddle Road. I gripped onto my door handle as
my husband took his turn in the fast lane sandwiching us between oncoming traffic and the
cars we whizzed past. My stomach clenched as
my husband pressed down the gas peddle lurching us forward in space, his gaze never leaving
the road ahead. Exhilaration, defined by the rush
of speed, allocated gratification. 1 A blooming
smile crossed his lips as his mission was accomplished having reached his driving competitor’s
position. A nod of appreciation was returned from
this driver. Edging back into the right lane, others
took the challenge completing similar triumphs.
Friendly competition described the morning.
Swirling clouds of dust and mist swept through
the saddle as we neared the Mauna Kea Recreation Area. Dramatic gusts of wind churned as we
pulled into the parking area for our first rest stop.
Sweeping winds, unique to this beautiful island,
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-and-over the top lifting us from our
seats like our favorite amusement ride—
Wheee!!! I think the beauty of this excursion is knowing these drivers want to
push their limits, yet understand and
respect the capacity of these powerful
vehicles. Arriving in Waimea, we followed
the Kawaihae Road to Upper Kohala
Mountain Road. I noticed rolling hills of
green, leading past bucolic ranches
where horses grazed pastures lined with
black lava rock walls. Tall trees graced

the curving road. The total acoustic melody of the Porsche engines echoed in
these corridors. We turned onto the
Akoni Pule Highway where magnificent
views of the stunning Kohala Coast unfolded before us. February is an active
month for North Pacific Humpback
Whales in Hawaii. It was hard to decide
whether to fully embrace the power of
the engine or the magnificence of the
glittering sun sparkling on the blue Pacific Ocean. Much to our pleasure several
Humpbacks could be seen breaching
fully out of the water only to re-enter with
a splash reaching several feet into the
air. Nothing compares to the diversity of
beauty on this Big Island of Hawaii. Not
wanting the tour to end, we gathered in
Kawaihae at the Seafood Bar where
Gunner had alerted them to our arrival.
Service was excellent and the food fresh
and flavorful. The pandemic has challenged us with our desire to socialize
safely, but his group made that happen.
The Big Island PCA group camaraderie
deepens with every mile we share. Love
was definitely in the air!. ■
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Replacing Your Porsche Carrera Air Filter
(996/997)

DIY Tips

Reprint from Pelican Parts - Pelican Technical Article by Wayne R. Dempsey

You should change the air filter in
your Carrera every 10,000 miles or so.
The air filter protects the fuel injection
system and the air intake system from
dust and debris that can be sucked in
under normal operation.

Pelican
Technical
Article

On the Carreras, the
filter is just inside the
air cleaner sitting in
the engine compartment.

To access the 996
Carreras filter, simply release the 7 large
Phillips head screws that hold the top of
the cleaner to the bottom part of the
housing, release the intake boot connection to the throttle body, unplug the MAF
sensor and remove the oil filler tube from
the housing. Take a look inside the filter
housing--there are usually some leaves or
dirt that found their way in there. Clean
the housing out before installing the new
filter.

housing from the car, as the Torx screws
that hold the top of the housing on are
secured from the bottom of the housing.
Loosen the clamp holding the intake to
the throttle body, remove the mass sensor and its harness, if you have a 3.8 you
will need to disconnect the wire from the
vacuum resonator, free the oil fill tube
from its clip and gently lift the complete
housing from the car. The oil fill tube can
break, so be careful when removing the
airbox. Once the housing is out of the car
remove the retaining screws from the bottom. Make sure to clean the inside of the
housing before installing a new filter.
For the Carrera there are basically two
different types of air filters--the stock paper or cloth air filters and aftermarket
units. These aftermarket units utilize an

To access the 997 Carreras air filter
you must remove the complete airbox
oil-soaked fabric to
achieve freer airflow.
The bottleneck for
airflow in the 911
Carrera engine is not
necessarily the air
filter. The primary
advantage of the aftermarket units is
that you usually only
have to purchase
one, and it will last
the life of your car.
No matter what your
friends tell you, these
aftermarket filters
will not add any significant horsepower
to your engine. Many
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Replacing Your Porsche Carrera Air Filter (996/997)
Reprint from Pelican Parts - Pelican Technical Article by Wayne R. Dempsey

The downside to using these aftermarket filters is that they often do not
filter as well as the factory units. In addition, the use of aftermarket filters may
cause excess dirt to accumulate in the
mass airflow sensor and lead to its premature failure. The bottom line is that you

need to carefully research any aftermarket filter before you install it into your car
and carefully clean and maintain it thereafter. I personally prefer to use the stock
OEM cloth/paper filters to ensure maximum filtering and protection. Whichever
one you choose, make sure that it filters
as well as or better than the original Porsche specifications.
NOTE: On the 2009 911S, the MAF
sensor is attached to the air filter cover.
To remove the sensor from the cover, see
our article on MAF sensor replacement. ■

www.pelicanparts.com/Porsche/techarticles/

DIY Tips

tests on a dynamometer have revealed
that the freer-flow air filters do not suddenly "create" horsepower out of thin air.
If you install one of these filters into your
car and "swear" there's more horsepower, then have a friend do a blind test for
you. Have him switch the filters in and
out at random and see if you can tell the
difference. This is what is commonly
called the placebo effect--perceiving significant gains in performance just because you added a "performance part."
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Big Island Hawaii Bylaws—Review
Even though we have several more months before elections at the end of 2021 and the possibility of a third term for the current board members, the following pages give you the synopsis of what will be expected for an incoming President or other positions (see ARTICLE VI: Duties of Officers—P.35). Please look it over to better understand what is involved when I am no
longer President! No surprises! We want you folks to understand. Nothing is permanent!
Rhys has moved away to Washington State with more responsibilities with the 356 Registry
and wants to resign as Secretary. Andreas is looking for a replacement for his two chair positions, Webmaster and Newsletter editor by the end of 2021. He is willing to teach any potential candidates. Think about switching positions on the board or signing up for a position so
that you can understand the working of the club.
This also is the time to make any possible changes to the club bylaws. (see ARTICLE XIII:
Amendments of Bylaws). If you like to propose any changes, please provide your suggestions
in writing to the President @ president@bih.pca.org and Secretary @ Secretary@bih.pca.org.
You guys are wonderful and so very helpful!
Gunner Mench, BIH President
BYLAWS:
PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA
BIG ISLAND HAWAII REGION
ARTICLE I: Name and Headquarters
The name of this club shall be the “BIG ISLAND HAWAII Region, Porsche Club of America.” Its principal office
shall be at the residence of its duly-elected President.
ARTICLE II: Objectives
The members of this Club are joined together and are mutually pledged to the furtherance and promotion
of the following:
A. The highest standards of courtesy and safety on the roads.
B. The enjoyment and sharing of good will and fellowship engendered by owning a Porsche and engaging in
such social and other events as may be agreeable to the membership.

C. The maintenance of the highest standards of operation and performance of the Marque by sharing and
exchanging technical and mechanical information.
D. The establishment and maintenance of mutually beneficial relationships with the Porsche works, Porsche dealers and service sources to the end that the Marque shall prosper and continue to enjoy its unique
leadership and position in sports car history.
E. The interchange of ideas and suggestions with other Porsche clubs throughout the world and in such
cooperation as may be mutually desirable.
F. The establishment of such mutually cooperative relationships as may be desirable with other sports car
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clubs.

A. This Club shall be politically non-partisan.
B. This Club is empowered to do all things and conduct all business, not for profit, necessary to carry out
the general purposes set forth in the Certificate of Incorporation and in these Bylaws.
C. All obligations incurred by this Club are incurred solely as corporate obligations. No personal liability
whatsoever shall be attached to or incurred by any member or officer of this Club by reason of any corporate obligation or liability.

D. The badge of the Club shall be that of the Porsche Club of America, Big Island Hawaii Region, which shall
be as follows:
The Island of Hawai’i, the land, or ‘Aina, is represented in outline in the center with PCA in white overlaid
on the island of green, surrounded by the blue Pacific Ocean. There is a circle of Lava Orange, a Porsche
color inspired by the Volcanoes found here, surrounding the center portion, on which is written Big Island
Hawaii, Porsche Club of America. The entire round badge is surrounded by a Lei or circle of Plumeria blossoms in white, showing our unity and love for the island and the Porsche brand. (Image attached on last
page)
ARTICLE IV: Membership
Eligibility:

A. Membership in the club shall be restricted to owners, lessees or co-owners of Porsches who are 18
years of age or older, and to such other persons interested in the Club and its objectives as provided in
Classes of membership (F), (G), and (H) of this article.
B. All members must be members in good standing of Porsche Club of America, Inc.
Any person 18 years of age or older who owns, co-owns or leases a Porsche may become a member of the
Porsche Club of America, Big Island Hawaii Region, provided he or she is also a member in good standing of
the Porsche Club of America, Inc., and also provided he or she makes an application for membership and is
approved by the Membership Committee of the Region.
C. Applications for membership may be made either through the National Office or an individual Region
Club, either of which my reject it.
Classes of Membership:
Membership Classes shall be those only accepted and recognized by the Porsche Club of America, Inc.
A. Active - Any owner, lessee or co-owner of a Porsche acceptable to a Regional Club, who is 18 years of
age or older, having paid PCA dues and fees as required.
B. Family-Active - An individual requested by an active member as his or her family-active member, restricted to persons 18 years of age or older, whether otherwise qualified for active membership my ownership of a Porsche or not.
C. Associate - Any Active Member who ceases to own, co-own or lease a Porsche while in good standing, or
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any person employed by a Porsche-oriented business, interested in the Club and its objectives and having
paid PCA dues and fees as required. A person of the associate member’s family who has been a familyactive member as in (B) above, may continue as a family-associate member similarly.
D. Honorary - Any person who merits recognition for outstanding interest in or service to the Club, may
be elected to Honorary Membership of the Region by a two-thirds vote of the Board of Directors. Such
membership shall be limited to one year but may be renewed at the option of the Board of Directors. This
membership class does not extend to Honorary membership in PCA.
E. Life - Any person who is deemed to have performed extraordinary service to the Club may be honored
by a two-thirds vote of the Board of Directors. Life Memberships shall provide for a waiver of Region
dues, not PCA dues and shall accord such members the full benefits and privileges available to Active
Members as long as the designated Life Member shall maintain membership in good standing with the
Porsche Club of America, Inc. The Life membership granted by the Big Island Hawaii Region does not extend to a Life Membership in PCA, as this can only be granted by the National Organization. The Region
recognizes those members that have been granted this singular honor by PCA.
E. Affiliate - A person 18 years of age or older, named by the Active Member at time of joining or at renewal of membership, in lieu of a Family-Active Member.
Privileges
Members, including family members, in good standing shall be entitled to all the privileges of the Club,
except that honorary members, associate members and affiliate members shall be entitled neither to
vote nor hold elective office, and further that family-active members, affiliate members and family associate members shall not be entitled to receive any duplication of any mailing to the active member, other
than ballots for voting to those eligible members as set forth in the bylaws.

Suspension / Termination of Membership
In accordance with these Bylaws, a member of the Region may be suspended by a two-thirds vote of the
Region Board of Directors for conduct inconsistent with the objectives or policies of the Club, or prejudicial to the good order and repute of the Club. A member may also be suspended by two thirds vote of
the PCA National Board of Directors for infractions of National or Regional Club rules or regulations or for
actions inimical to the general objectives or best interests of PCA or the Regional Club.
Upon written notice of such suspension, the suspended member shall be afforded reasonable opportunity to be heard, in person or through a representative, by the Board of Directors or a committee appointed
by the PCA Executive Council for the purpose, concerning the alleged misconduct. In order to be considered valid, such appeal must be made in writing within 45 days of the written suspension notification. If
the suspension was not for a stated length of time and no written appeal is tendered, the member is automatically expelled from PCA at the end of the 45 day appeal window. In the event of an appeal, the
Board of Directors may thereafter continue the
suspension for a definite time, lift the suspension, or expel the member, and its decision
shall be final. Suspensions of active and associate members are also applicable to family active,
family associate and affiliate members.
Resignations
Any member may resign by addressing a letter of resignation to the Secretary of the Regional Club or to
the Executive Director of the National Office. The recipient shall inform the other of the resignation. The
member’s resignation shall become effective upon receipt and all Club privileges shall terminate as of that
date. Resignation of an active member likewise terminates membership of his/her family or affiliate member. An active member may terminate the membership of an affiliate member named by written notification to the Executive Director of the National Office.
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ARTICLE V: Executive Council (EC) and Board of Directors

B. The Board of Directors will consist of at least seven members. The members of the Board of Directors
will include the Executive Council, Chairs of the Club’s Standing Committees and, when necessary, Members at Large. The Executive Council will appoint Members at Large to serve on the Board only and when
there are less than seven total members.

C. The Board of Directors and Executive Council will hold offices for two year(s) or until their successors for
the following year are elected. No member will serve continuously for more than three consecutive terms
in the same office. Members at Large will serve until other Board positions are again filled and the total
number of Board members equal or exceed seven members.
D. Board Members will reside within the geographical area of the Regional Club as designated by PCA National.
ARTICLE VI: Duties of Officers
The duties and responsibilities of the officers shall be determined by the Executive Council, based upon
guidelines published in the most current edition of PCA Region Procedures Manual, RegionFocus, and other
National publications and documentation as appropriate.

Duties of the President
The President shall preside at all meetings of the Executive Council and the Board of Directors, and shall
perform the duties usually appertaining to the President’s office. The President shall call the meetings of
the Board of Directors. The President may call meetings of the Executive Council as the President may see
fit and shall call such a meeting at the request of any three members of the Executive Council.
Duties of the Vice President
The Vice President shall assist the President in the conduct of the administrative affairs of the Club and
perform such other duties as may be assigned to the Vice President by the President. In the absence of the
President, the Vice President shall preside, and act as President. In case of the President’s death, resignation or disqualification, the Vice President shall become President,

Duties of the Secretary
The Secretary shall attend all meetings of the Executive Council and the Board of Directors and shall keep
full and complete minutes of the proceedings and of all votes cast thereat. The Secretary shall cause to be
published in the Club’s official publication notices of proposed and adopted amendments of these Bylaws
and other matters relating to the proper conduct of the Club. The Secretary shall have custody of or cause
to be kept by the Region Historian the corporate seal at all times as well as the Club’s records. The Secretary will publish the minutes of any meeting of the Big Island Hawaii Region in the Region’s newsletter and/
or the website. In lieu of a Membership Director, the Secretary will keep records of the membership, contacts and all correspondence therewith. The Secretary shall perform all duties incident to the Secretary’s
office required by law. The Secretary shall, if necessary and appropriate, certify the resolutions of the Exec-
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A. The leadership of the Club shall be vested in the Executive Council and the Board of Directors. The Executive Council shall consist of the President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer. The immediate Past
President shall serve as an ex officio member of the Executive Council. The EC shall be responsible for the
proper conduct of the administrative affairs of the Club, the proper functioning of the Club’s committees,
and shall ensure compliance with these Bylaws. All decisions of the Executive Council shall be by a majority
vote unless otherwise provided for in these Bylaws.
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utive Council or any Board of Director meetings as required or allowed by law.
Duties of the Treasurer
The Treasurer shall have responsibility for all monies, debts, obligations and assets belonging to the Club.
The Treasurer shall cause all monies of the Club to be deposited to the Club accounts in a bank or banks
insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation. The Treasurer shall have direct control over, and
supervision of, all Club assets and of all payments of Club debts and obligations. The Treasurer shall insure
strict compliance with these Bylaws in all matters pertaining to the financial affairs of the Club. The Treasurer shall also give a full and correct report on the financial status of the Club at any meeting of the Board
of Directors. The Treasurer shall cause to be maintained double-entry books of account which shall
properly reflect the true and correct financial status of all receipts, disbursements, balances, assets and
liabilities of the Club. All checks or other orders for the payment of monies in the name of the Club shall
be signed by the Treasurer or by such other person(s) as designated by the Executive Council, and who is
(are) overseen by the Treasurer. The Treasurer shall submit the Treasurer’s books of account and records
to a certified public accountant, at Club expense as directed by the Executive Council.
Duties of Members at Large.
Members at Large will serve as members of the Board of Directors and will have full voting rights. Members at Large will not occupy other designated Board Positions. Specific duties of the Members at large
will be assigned by the Board of Directors as needed to best serve and support the needs of the membership.
Interim Appointments
In the event that any officer is unable to complete his/her term in office, the following succession will
prevail: For President: Vice President will succeed. Any office, other than that of the President, which becomes vacant between elections, will be filled by Presidential appointment, with the advice and majority
consent of the Board of Directors, for the remainder of the unexpired term.
In the event of the death, resignation, disability or disqualification of a candidate for the office of Vice
President, Secretary, or Treasurer, running unopposed, or elected but not yet seated, the Executive Council shall make an interim appointment to that office for not more than one year, during which time a special election will be held to fill the office for the remainder of the term.
ARTICLE VII: Committees
There will be five standing committees of the Regional Club, as follows:
Nominating
Membership
Website
Official Publication
Historian
The Executive Council shall establish other committees as are necessary for the performance of the Club’s
business with approval of the Board of Directors. The chairs for these committees will not be considered
board members. The President with the advice and majority consent of the Executive Council shall appoint or dismiss these committee chairpersons.
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ARTICLE VIII: Fiscal Year and Financial Management

B. Financial Books -The books of record shall be properly maintained to reflect financial receipts, disbursements, balances and assets of the Club.
C. The Executive Council will specify a minimum of one additional Elected Officer’s name other than the
Treasurer as signature authority on the Club’s accounts.
D. Financial Audit - A committee appointed by the President with the advice and consent of the Board of
Directors, or by a CPA (if the Board of Directors so requests) shall audit the books of the Club annually.

E. Excess/ Remaining year-end funds remain in the Treasury of the Club can accumulate to the limits set
forth by the IRS for non-profit organizations.
ARTICLE IX: Meetings
The Executive Council will hold one general membership meeting in November of each year. The EC will
publish the notice of this meeting in the Club’s Official publication and on the Regional Club Website at
least 30 days prior to the meeting date.
ARTICLE X: Elections
The Executive Council will appoint a Nominating Committee not later than August 1st of every other year.
A. The Nominating Committee is responsible for nominating a slate of officers to serve the following 2
years. Members eligible to hold office are Active Members and Family-Active Members.
B. The Nominating Committee will report back to the Board and the Membership and publish its slate of
officers in the October issue of the Official Publication.
C. Additional nominations may be made by the membership from the floor at the General Membership
meeting.
D. Candidates - For the information of the membership, a summary of PCA activity, qualifications, and general information, preferably written by each candidate, and not exceeding 250 words, shall be published in
the newsletter and/or the Region website prior to the General Membership meeting in November.
E. Ballot - An election ballot, in such form as provided for in the Bylaws, shall be mailed to each Active
Member and Family Active no later than 14 days prior to the General Membership meeting. A space for
write-in candidates will be allocated. Provisions for voting by email may be established and published by
the Executive Council in the newsletter and/or website as an alternative to use of mailed ballots.
F. Balloting - Ballots shall be returned by mail, fax or other electronic means to an Election Committee
Chairman appointed by the Board of Directors who, along with two other Active Members appointed by
the EC, shall function to certify the validity of the ballots and report the election results to the membership
at the General Membership meeting. (No member on the ballot will be allowed to certify the validity of
ballots.) Ballots must be in the hands of the Election Chairman at the meeting.
A final call for ballots will be taken at the General Membership meeting. Members who have not submitted
ballots prior to the General Membership meeting will be allowed to cast ballots at the meeting, provided
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A. The fiscal year of the Big Island Hawaii Region, Porsche Club of America, Inc., shall begin on the 1st day
of January each year and shall terminate on the following 31st day of December.
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they have not already cast a ballot. In case of a tie in elections, the toss of a coin will determine the winner. Disputes in results will be determined by a majority of the Executive Council. A quorum of the Executive Council or Board of Directors will be a 2/3 majority of those present.
Notice of Election Results
Results of the election shall be announced at the Annual Meeting of the Club. The Secretary shall cause
the election results to be published in the Club’s official publication.
Protests shall be directed to the Board for resolution. The Board’s decision will be final .
ARTICLE XI: Obligations and Indebtedness
Obligations or indebtedness in the name of the Club shall be incurred only for the benefit of the entire
membership and shall not exceed $200 unless otherwise budgeted or approved by a special resolution
and meeting of the Board of Directors. Only the elected Officers or persons authorized by the Executive
Council to act on behalf of the Club shall incur any obligation or indebtedness in the name of the Club.
Authority to incur obligation or indebtedness beyond the elected officers of the club will be in writing,
limited to specified persons, for a set time frame, and for a specified maximum amount of funds
(budgeted) to be obligated. Contracting Authorities cannot obligate the Club, until contracts are approved
by a majority vote of the Executive Council, and payment is authorized or made by the Treasurer. All obligations or indebtedness incurred in accordance with the provisions of these Bylaws shall be incurred solely as corporate obligations. No personal liability whatever shall attach to or be incurred by any member or
Officer of the Club by reason of any such corporate obligations or liability.
Unauthorized Obligations
No elected Officer or any other person authorized to act in behalf of the Club shall incur any obligation or
indebtedness in the name of the Club which is not for the general benefit of the entire membership of
the Club nor shall the Executive Council or the Board of Directors approve the incurring of any such obligation or indebtedness.
Personal Liability for Unauthorized Obligation
The incurring of any obligation or indebtedness in the name of the Club by any elected Officer or member
in contravention of these Bylaws shall be an ultra vires act. The person or persons responsible for such act
or acts shall be personally liable, individually and collectively, to the Club in an amount equal to the obligations or indebtedness which the Club may be required to pay.
ARTICLE XII: Official Publication
Official communications to the Membership may appear in the “Lava Flow” newsletter or such other mailings as the Board of Directors may choose.
ARTICLE XIII: Amendments of Bylaws
These Bylaws may be amended by a majority of votes cast as required below.
Proposed Amendments
The Executive Council, Board of Directors, or a petition signed by active and/or family active members in
good standing constituting at least 3% of the then eligible membership may propose amendments to
these Bylaws. Amendments proposed by such members shall be submitted to the Secretary in writing and
shall be signed by each member.
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The Bylaws of the Club may be amended by a majority vote of a 20% quorum of the total eligible membership, assembled at a regular meeting, after proper presentation and notice as is required in A, above.
Notice of Vote Results.
Newly adopted Bylaw amendments shall be published in the Region newsletter and Region website. If proposed amendments are not adopted, this decision shall likewise be reported in the Region newsletter and/
or website. No amendments approved hereunder shall become effective until published in the Region
newsletter.
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The Secretary shall cause to have published the proposals for Bylaws amendments in the newsletter and
the Region website at least 30 days prior to any vote on them, setting forth the bylaw provisions sought to
be changed, the proposed new portion, justification for the change and announcing the date of the proposed vote on their adoption. Quorum for a majority vote of membership is 20% of the current eligible
membership.
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Getting a Porsche Dirty
Guest Columnist Robert Turner

No doubt there are
Porsche owners who
will not drive their cars
in anything approximating rain. Hell, even
if the threat of rain is a
week away, their pristine rides stay safely
Rob Turner
confined in their garGuest Columnist www.thedriver-series.com/bio
ages. And a spec of
dust, heaven forbid! Hey, I get it, guilty
as charged. My Racing Yellow Porsche
Cayman 981 S a/k/a Lemonhead (or as
my PCA plates say LMNHED) does not
like rain. Or more accurately, LMNHED’s
owner does not like rain and residue
splashing LH. So what, you say, “take it
to a carwash.” Surely you jest. Nobody
but me washes LMNHED. I wash it regularly anyway. Dirt, no dirt, I love washing
it. My neighbors must think I am crazy,
obsessive or most likely both.
But washing can also
be helpful. Every
wash, I clean the barrels of the wheels,
and that allows me to
carefully examine the
tires and brakes. Recently I noticed a
sharp screw embedded in the rear tire. I
carefully put the car
up on jack stands
and removed the offending tire. No offence but I do not like to take the car to
Discount Tire, I worry they will break
something, but I did take the tire there.
(Note: I am a 30-year loyal customer!)
Of course, they immediately took care
of the screw. Crisis averted. Point is,
washing the car frequently has its advantages.
Okay, we have set the scene so to
speak. I do not like to get LH dirty. But I
also need to get out of the house during
COVID. Some weeks, I will take a long

drive up to the Red River which marks
the border between Texas and Oklahoma. I have a route that is a blast, culminating in a long, lonely bridge that
crosses over into OK. This bridge has
sight lines for over two miles and most
of the time, there is zero traffic – just
saying.
Over the recent holiday break, I had the
chance to take my older son from N.
Texas (where we live) back to the Austin
area (where he lives). He stuffed all
6’8” of his tall frame into LH and we
trekked South. Weather forecast said a
slight chance of rain – 20%. Of course,
we hit the 20%. With all the road spray
and grime on IH-35, LH was pretty dirty
by the time we got to Austin. I spent the
night and had dinner with an old friend,
so I was up and ready to go the next
AM. My plan was to take back roads
home. Forecast called for a very slight
chance of rain, what could go wrong?
I took FM 1431 from Cedar Park to Marble Falls. It is a great twisty-turny road,
but you do have to anticipate traffic
since it is the most direct route between
the two towns. And in that one perfect
moment when you have a clear road
and yellow signs that say: “Turns next 2
miles”, you hit it. Hard. I turned off before Marble Falls and took FM 1174 to
Bertram and that is where my luck ran
out. It rained hard, but it fell the hardest
as I was driving through a road-work
zone. Oh yes, there was mud covering
the road where they were working on
wash outs and low road crossings. I
could just hear the slop of mud as it
flung its sticky ooze all over the underside of LH. Oh yeah, the Cayman
LMNHED was now getting good and
dirty.
US Highway 281 is a great Porsche
cruising road. I have written about it in
the past, great sight lines and plenty of
(Continued on page 45)
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passing zones, plus it is a drop-dead gorgeous part of Texas. Picking it up in Burnet I took it until FM 1189 up to Lipan.
Finally, I reached the reason for all these
backroads - FM 4. A narrow ribbon of
tarmac that reveals its greatness slowly.
Long straight stretches then tight 90°
bends followed by looooonnnng constant radius turns, but it all leads you to
about five glorious miles from just north
of Santo to just south to Palo Pinto that
is the best stretch of bendy road in N.
Texas. The road dips and turns back on
itself descending into an ancient riverbed then climbs back out. It is usually
my luck that I get either the run down or
up unimpeded, this time I got lucky –
zero traffic. But as luck would have,
there had been a recent shower, so the
road was slick. I gauged the traction limits and dialed the Cayman in just below.
Sport Plus mode? Check. Sport Exhaust
mode? Check. Manual PDK shifting?
Check, check and check. Then I hit it.
The 3.4 Lt flat six singing as I snaped
down a gear to take a tight corner, the
sound of the exhaust back pressure
crackling again and again as I down
shifted from fifth to second to take one
tight corner. Then the roar of acceleration as the rear tires bit into the pavement, FM 4’s abrasive chipseal provided
plenty of grip off center. But just as fast
as this glorious stretch started, it was
over. The afternoon was stretching towards evening and I still had more than
100 miles to run before home.
Back in my own garage, twisting the key,
I stopped the great heart of the motor. It
was silent, I mean so quiet, as I sat
there absorbing the greatness of the
Cayman. Then I got out and took a look
at LH and I just had to laugh, it was dirty.
No, not just dirty, filthy. I have owned a

lot of Porsches and I have never gotten
one this dirty. But I also smiled to myself
as it meant that I would get to wash and
detail it. A beautiful weekend forecast
called for hose, wash bucket, special

paint shampoo, soft plush purple wash
towels, orbital polisher and high end carnauba wax. Perfect.
LMHHED was glad to be home and I
think it wore the badge of dirt proudly for
a few days. It meant it had been driven
and enjoyed, it had played in the rain
and had a good time. But on Saturday, I
think it was ready to get clean again.
Sometimes it is OK to get your Porsche
dirty. It means you get to wash it and
make it perfect.
And on that exhaust note, see you all
next time. ■
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