Big Island Hawaii Region Newsletter

Highlights:

May/June

BIH Events
Porsche Experience
Art of Driving

Page 2

Lava Flow

Kolamu
Dear Big Island Hawaii Region Members
First of all, I hope everyone is safe and well.
We are all going through some difficult times. I am not sure about
you, but I find this surreal. The whole world comes to a complete halt
for months, definitely a strange experience.
I am writing this column from my home in a secluded small town in
Northwestern Ontario, Canada, which sometimes feels like living on
an island. Our life's certainly have changed and we slowly adjusting
to the new normal. My wife and I are missing mostly the opportunity
to meet with friends and travel places. But as we all do our part in
these uncertain times, we are trying to stay connected with our
friends from the Porsche Club of America. Social media and technology helps us and we WILL get through this together.
(#PCATOGETHER)

ANDREAS KOTTSCHOTH
EDITOR/WEBMASTER
webmaster@bih.pca.org

COVER PAGE : Sweetheart Drive photo by Gunner Mench

PCA just cancelled the Porsche Parade in Palm Springs in June. My
wife and I were looking forward to
this annual Porsche Family gathering to meet all our friends. We had
booked our flights and the rental
car, a Porsche of course. By the way if you ever like to rent an exotic
car, such as a Porsche, try Turo (turo.com). We also rented a house
with AIRBNB with friends from Wisconsin, just beside the La Quinta
Resort & Club - Waldorf Astoria Resort. We are now in the process to
cancel all our travel arrangements for 65th Porsche Parade. In 2021
parade will be in French Lick, Indiana. Let's look ahead and plan for
the next event.
As PCA members we are part of a large family who is supporting
each other. Just call some of your Porsche friends, talk to them. With
today's technology you can video chat or even have a group chat. So
keeping in touch with physical distancing .
And when we get this worldwide pandemic under control we will have
new standards on how we will do business and how we interact with
each other. But we will be still part of the largest single marquee
automobile club in the world, which means you are part of the Porsche family and we stick together.
We will go out again and enjoy our Porsche cars, driving, meeting
with friends and share stories.
Till then wash your hands, stay home and stay safe.

Andreas, your Editor, and Webmaster
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President’s Garage
President

Aloha, Big Island Porschefiles!
Without apology I write to you with difficulty in expressing the anxiety I have for starting up our activities.
Firstly, I recognize that many if not most of us are seniors who are compromised not
only by age but also with other medical issues like myself, unlike the lucky, younger
members and family that have little or no issue with dealing with the consequences
of getting this terrible new strain of virus, Covid-19. Thank God that the designation
of 19 means it is last year’s virus, and not this years! We all have much normalcy to
look forward to after our worldwide panic is behind us. And that vision is appearing.
For those of you who follow my antics and appreciation for our cars, you will have
seen me delve into several projects that I have not previously had the luxury of time
to accomplish. Time to GET ‘ER DONE!
We got our March to the South done in style, and I thank you so very much for the
wonderful birthday celebration and recognition just before this craziness hit and suspended activities this last month of April. I suspect there were more than just a few
of us putting time into working on our cars, from mechanical repair, maintenance
and spit polish to Porsche Perfection! I’m still at the M & M stage, getting ready for
the big cleanup!
May is Spring time, and traditionally in our short existence, time for our annual
Spring Fling, a circumnavigation of the entire island in one day! Who is up for it? The
biggest problem will be finding restaurants open to accommodate us, but we can
overcome this in several ways, including bringing our own picnic lunch and snacks.
Come on, where’s your sense of adventure! Lucky we live Hawaii!!!
Working with your Board of Directors, we will process details and figure this out for
later this month. Saturday, May 23rd is 4 weeks away, and that should give us plenty
of time to work out the details and come out of hibernation!
We should be almost back to normal by June. With God’s grace and the creek don’t
rise. In the meantime, my garage is coming along great with a new old sound system
including a record player (which has to be fixed or replaced) and vintage rock albums on vinyl! Still in the process of completing, but I have to close my garage doors
at night to not disturb the neighbors!
Let’s start having some fun again! We are all itching for it, I see by our posts and
calls and boredom. No boredom here, but you know, the kind that develops when
you don’t hit the road! Onward to appreciating our beautiful and fortunate life! If anyone needs assistance with their vehicle, of course I have a few I can loan out, or we
can work on yours and get it back on the road! Mechanics are a necessity in this environment as are grocery stores and gas stations, and don’t hesitate to ask for help.
The world of Porsche parts and assistance is only as far away as your computer and
your phone. There is lots of information and assistance available through bih.pca.org
and our wonderful network of over 150 members!
Aloha, Gunner Mench, President
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IT’S THE PEOPLE
David Lema
Board Member

Email: general@bih.pca.org
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Copy of Page 124 of the April Edition of Porsche Club of America’s
Premium Magazine, Panorama (https://www.pca.org/panorama-back-issues )
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calendar
Kona Cars and Coffee, Second Saturday of each month, 8am to 10am. Next one is May 9th, and so forth.
Location Kona Brewing, Kona Hawaii. (is is not a PCA event)
May

BIH PCA TOUR May 23 Spring Fling

June

BIH PCA TOUR June 13
Porsche Parade 2020 Palm Springs June 21‐27 Cancelled

July

BIH PCA TOUR July 11 ‐ Summer Fun Run

August

BIH PCA Tour August 8

Note: All events in the near future
are subject to cancelation or
date/time changes due to the
Covit-19 Pandemic.
Sorry for the inconvenience.

Werks Reunion PCA Monterey during car week August 14
September

BIH PCA TOUR September 12

October

Oktoberfest October 17

November

BIH PCA Tour November 14
Annual Membership Meeting

December

Christmas BIH PCA December 12

Details about the events, such as
Starting point, time and other information
will be posted closer to the date on our
web page bih.pca.org/calendar/ or
Facebook Group.

Please Note: As a member of the PCA you can travel to any PCA Region in the country and participate in their events!
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Membership

PCA—MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS


Panorama – the award-winning monthly club magazine, delivered to every member in the
mail. Not available on newsstands.



Bi-Yearly PCA Member Raffles (Fall 2019 – first 8500 tickets sold (US$50/ea.) = 1 new
Cayman GT4 plus $25000 cash, next 4500 = 718 Spyder and so on. – 5 Cars for the
2019 Fall Raffle were handed out)



Monthly meetings with other Porsche enthusiasts.



Enjoy 10% OFF one order with Pelican Parts
Social and driving events. (see Past Events)



Helpful advice and parts sources.



Full access to the PCA knowledge database



Full access to the PCA main page



Free car valuations.



Annual Porsche Parade



Bi-monthly regional newsletters

One Club covering the USA and Canada
Fourteen Zones (we are in Zone 11)
145 Regions (“Big Island Hawaii” formed in 2018)
77,000+ Porsche households and over 130,000+ members
96 members in Big Island Hawaii Region (December 2019)
Millions of admirers
Anywhere you travel, you are part of the Porsche Family. Even if
you travel overseas, Europe, Australia or Asia, you are part of
the worldwide Porsche Club family.
The cost? PCA membership is available in three payment options (2019):



1 year….. US$46



2 years… US$90



3 years… US$132 (best deal)

No Extra cost for the region membership
If you know someone with a Porsche, ask him/her if he or
she is a PCA member.

May/June
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Our Mission

Our Mission
The purpose of the Club is to bring together drivers of Porsche vehicles. Club
membership will promote camaraderie among its members, provide information on brand vehicles, and organize recreational meetings, events, and excursions. In the past two years, the Club has developed many activities for its
members. Highly recognized events include our Annual Sweet Heart
Drive and the Oktober Fest event. Recreational outings are designed to get to
know our Island and strengthen the links among Porsche car users and to
promote camaraderie among the
members.
The club continues
to provide its partners high-quality
services by generating events that
satisfy without exception by respecting the tradition and prestige
of the brand and
Porsche products
while interacting
with related clubs
and the community in a respectful and proactive manner. Additionally, the Club is committed
to integrate and interact respectfully with those communities that we visit,
trying to approach them in an open and informal way. We want the communities to enjoy the presence of the Club wherever we go. The Big Island Hawaii
Region of the Porsche Club of America also carries out awareness actions
among its associates in order to inculcate a prudent use of its vehicles and
the unrestricted respect of the traffic regulations.

PCA Sim Racing - Simracing.pca.org

May/June
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by Andreas Kottschoth (editor & webmaster), Photos by Kottschoth

Reprint from November 2018

WHO WISHES TO SPEND A WEEKEND IN ATLANTA AT THE
PORSCHE EXPERIENCE CENTER AND DRIVE SOME OF PORSCHES BEST? I SEE THE ODD HAND GO UP, OK.

I was one of those who were on the fence but if your lovely wife makes it a birthday
present you can’t say no. And after thinking about it for a bit, I got excited.
Now the difficult part started. Which segments to pick? GT Academy, Panamera
Turbo S E-Hybrid, Panamera 4 E-Hybrid, 911 Turbo vs 911 GT3, 911 Turbo, The New
911 GT3, 2 vs 4, Mid vs Rear Engine, 911 Carrera GTS, 911 Targa 4 GTS, 911 Carrera S, 911 Carrera 4S, 911 Targa 4S, 911 Carrera T Master the Manual, 718 Boxster GTS, Macan Turbo, 718 Cayman GTS, Cayenne Off-Road.
Each segment is 1.5h – 2h long and ranges from $350 to $900 (US).
After looking at all the options, I went with Mid vs Rear Engine and Cayenne OffRoad.
Hotel room and fights had been booked and on Wednesday, Oct. 24 we left for Atlanta. The flights were all on time and later in the evening we picked up our Kia Soul
rental and settled in our hotel room.

I had booked my first session for Thursday morning. The sessions are held, rain or
shine. The weather in Atlanta was overcast and around 13Cº, but no rain, which was
good for the Mid vs Rear Engine segment I picked.
We arrived 30 minutes before the appointment and we got a visitor passes at the
gatehouse. We parked our Kia and looked around. 15 older Porsche cars were lined
up in front of the building. So we went inside, more old Porsches, the whole building
was packed with P-Cars from 1951 to 2018.
After been greeted at the front desk we got directed to the Driving Experience Desk.
We ask why all those cars are here and we were told that
on Saturday is RM Sotheby’s Porsche 70th Anniversary
Auction. Great timing.
9:00 am approached quickly and Justin, my instructor introduced himself and outline what we will do for the next
hour and a half. I started out with the mid engine Porsche,
a red Boxster GTS. After an overview of the car I took control and we left the staging area.
The test track has several different components, such as
Dynamics Area, Handling Circuit, Low-Friction Circle, LowFriction Handling Circuit, Kick Plate, Off Road Circuit.
I started out with the Kick Plate, followed by the Low-

TravelReport

Porsche Experience
Center Atlanta

Continue on page 14

Member Column

Page 12

Lava Flow

The Art of Driving in the Rain
text and photo by Member Rhys Haydon (Secretary)

For many of us, driving in the rain is something we have mixed feelings about at best.
When we take our vintage or modern cars out
we are worried about things like rust, loss of
control, accidents or inattention from other
motorists, and generally that it may not be as
safe or enjoyable as driving them during better
weather.
The challenge is that it rains a lot here. I
would like to put forth the idea that driving our
cars when it is raining opens up a new experience for us. The changes that must be dealt
with enable us to get to know our cars better,
both their handling and limitations as well as
our own. On the street is no place to be testing those limits, but the general decrease in
tire grip and longer braking times force us to
change our driver inputs.
Rust is something that I have dealt with when
choosing what car to drive in the rain. Our
older 356s are not galvanized, something that
didn’t start happening until the early 70’s, and
as such they are more prone to rust. We have
recently spent a fair sum of money getting the

rust issues addressed on my daily driver, a
1964 356. This raised a question of whether I
should continue to drive it in the rain, or switch
to something newer that would be less likely to
rust.
What I discovered was driving my 356 was the
correct answer for me. After spending the past
year driving it both in town and on longer trip I
have gotten to know it and feel very comfortable driving it in varied conditions. When the
weather got wet this past fall I kept driving it
and have loved it. Through our couple snow
bouts it performed much better than expected,
and was stable and sure-footed. The best part
of this is that I did not have to give up my favorite driving experience and in fact my joy of driving was deepened further.
The hardest element for me was being worried
about other drivers. Many of our cars are much
smaller than cars of today, and the drivers
seem less attentive. Making sure your safety
systems are in place can ease the tension of
driving amidst todays large vehicles. A working
horn, and always keeping your lights on are
simple and effective things to increase safety.
Increased following distance and giving yourself
ample breaking room, as certainly you have
noticed how well anti-lock brakes work.
In the end, the choice to “drive in the rain”
comes down to spending more time with a car
you are passionate about. No one will argue it
as being good for the car, but I will argue it being good for the soul. The next time you reach
for the keys, only to see it’s raining outside, go
ahead and give in to your passion instead of
your sensibilities.

May/June

For advertisement opportunities please
contact the club at general@bih.pca.org
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….Porsche Experience
Friction Circle, Dynamics Area and the Low-Friction Handling Circuit. At
those stations you do things, which in real life can cause an accident.
Spinning 720º on an icy road for example. But after a couple tries you
start controlling the car, and YOU tell the car where to go. Launch control
is another thing, not really practical but fun. Once the infield activities
were completed I went on the 1.6 km long Handling Circuit and put in
some quick laps. The Boxster is a nimble car, but now it was time to try
the new 911S. We went through the same exercises with the 911. I have
to say the 911 is more fun. After a couple laps Justin said “you’re are
quick”. However after 20 minutes on the Handling Circuit my stomach let
me know I should slow it down and return to the staging area. Sabine
used the opportunity and got a couple demonstration laps with Justin.
After we chatted with Justin a little bit and he told us that he is a stunt
drive instructor and he was stunt double in various recent movies. So,
for Mid vs Rear Engine, Rear engine
wins.
Than we met with
Mark Harston, Porsche Club North America Manager
for Porsche Cars North America. He
gave us a private tour of the building and then he surprised me with
a late Birthday present from Porsche North America. A Porsche
Book ‘ 33 Years of Porsche
Rennsport and Development, a
Basecap and for the webmaster a
Porsche wireless computer mouse.
What a nice gesture, I was speechless.
Now it was time for lunch and thankfully my
stomach had settled from the morning’s
discomfort. The 356 is a premier dining experience with great food with a
view overlooking the Handling Circuit and
the court yard.
After having refueled, we had a chance to
look at all the Porsches displayed (have a
look at the photos). The two top models
were a 1985 Porsche 959 Paris-Dakar and
the 2018 Porsche 911 (993) Turbo Classic
Series “Project Gold”. Both cars alone
brought a combined US$8.3million dollars
at the auction on Saturday. A significant
sum of the 2018 Porsche 993 will go towards the Ferry Porsche Foundation. But if
your wallet was not that deep, the two
944’s went for under $30,000 each. One
could also bid on Porsche memorabilia. I
did, but my limit was just half of the win-

May/June
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ning bid.
RM Sotheby’s celebrated 70 years of
Porsche on Saturday with the company’s single-marque Porsche
70th Anniversary Auction at the Porsche Experience Center Atlanta
(PECATL), also the home of Porsche
Cars North America. RM Sotheby’s
achieved $25.8 million in total sales,
with 92 percent of all lots finding new
homes.
Click here for the Full Results

On day 3, we caught up on some
sleep since our official tour did not
start till 11am. Two local PCA members were our tour guides and they
were very knowable. We talked with
one of them after the tour and
made a new friend. For lunch we
picked the Carrera Cafe at the
Center.
At 2:00 pm it was our turn with
the Cayenne. Oh yeah, it had
rained all morning but stopped
just before we went out, again
with Justin as our instructor. For
the session we had two Cayenne’s, one 2016 model (with the
same option our cayenne has) and a brand new 2019 model. Sabine was able to join
us at the off-road part in the back seat. The off-road course has some interesting features , starting with the 50% incline followed by one with 70% and what goes up has to
come down (70%). 45 degree sideways. I have
to say, I am amazed what the Cayenne can do,
a true off-road vehicle. Sabine was speechless!!!. After the off-road section I went back
on the road course in the 2019 Cayenne. We
did the same features from the day before,
launch control, skit plate etc. but I was eager
to get on the track. The new Cayenne was a
base model and the track was still a bit
damp. But the SUV drove like it was on rails.
Several 911’s on the track where actually
road blocks. Justin said ” I have never seen a
base Cayenne pushing 911’s around on this
track”. What a blast.
I was still smiling when we met with Klaus Zellmer for a few minutes, President and CEO of
Porsche Cars North America. Than we spotted
Caren Cooper, PCA president. She took the time and we had a good conversation for
an hour. She introduced us to Craig Kugler, Region Finance Chair and
Continue on page 17
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Porsche Design
Ala Moana Center
1450 Ala Moana Blvd, Honolulu,
HI 96814
phone+1-808-945-3500
Monday – Saturday: 9:30am – 9pm
Sunday: 10am – 7pm

For advertisement opportunities please
contact the club at general@bih.pca.org
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we chatted some more.
We ended this great day with a dinner at Krog Street Market, a destination for Atlanta’s in town culture.
Day 4 was sightseeing day and Sabine’s Birthday. Coca-Cola, Olympic Park, First Time
ever Waffle House and a quilt store for Sabine.
Day 5 was a travel back day.
WHAT A GREAT BIRTHDAY PRESENT, THANKS TO MY
WIFE SABINE, I LOVE YOU.
AND HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU.

History of Zone 11

1969, the PCA regions were subdivided into eight geographical zones and grow to 14 zones in 2020. In 2010
Zone 11 was left just Hawaii and Alaska as the two remaining regions in the Zone. In 2018 Big Island Hawaii Region was chartered adding the third region to Zone 11.

A more detail Zone history click here

Other Zone Regions : Hawaii Region & Alaska Region

TravelReport

….Porsche Experience
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Text by Gunner Mench

The day started with light winds and overcast at the Kona Brewing Parking Lot from 8 to 10
A.M. crowds were light, with just a few cars showing up for the parked event sponsored by Hawaii Racing Association. Closer to 10 o’clock, it started raining lightly and the several Porsches that were there for Kona Cars and Coffee headed over to the Old Kona Airport parking
lot to gather for the Tour.
A full rain storm ensued, and clipboards were passed by umbrella from car to car to sign waivers for everyone who wanted to continue. There was lightning in the area, and reports of waterspouts, but radar indicated clearing once we got out of town, so 24 brave souls made the trek
South where indeed the weather cleared and roads opened up for a beautiful drive on twisty,
winding Highway 11 heading South to Na’alehu
.The group did not venture off the highway, to take a planned side trip to the fishing village of
Miloli’i, but instead continued to Ocean View and the planned stop at the grocery store for
……..more on mage 18
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bathrooms, snacks, stretch our legs and gas if
needed. After a half hour break and confirming
that we had less than 30 people versus the previously confirmed 37, we continued Southward to
Na’alehu along the twisting, scenic highway that
leads to the Southernmost town in the United
States!
Upon arriving a little early for our scheduled lunch, the people at Hana Hou Restaurant greeted us with open arms and
several local specials, including Kalua
Pork and Cabbage with Mac Salad, Rice
and fresh made Haupia, a Hawaiian dessert made with fresh coconut milk which
is sweetened , and thickened like

Lava Flow
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pudding and then some toasted, shredded coconut sprinkled on top! Yum! Ono grinds, as
they say for delicious food in Hawaii! There
were many other selections from the diverse
menu. More on page 27

Photos by Debra McCarthy, Gunner Mench and Mark Senft
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Technical

Under Pressure
Text by Klaus-Achim Peitzmeier (Porsche Newsroom)

The term “turbo” was once a synonym
for brute power delivery. Today, turbocharged engines set standards in terms
of fuel efficiency and smoothness. Visually it resembles a snail’s shell, but it
makes engines move a lot faster than
that! Since the early seventies, Porsche
has put its trust in turbochargers as a
means of increasing performance. In
1972 the technology passed its motorsport baptism of fire with flying colors
on board the powerful 917/10. With the
911 Turbo, initially developing up to
191 kW (260 hp), the brand finally
joined the elite circle of manufacturers

think. In 1977 the first enhancement was
made to the 911 Turbo—its displacement
was increased from 3.0 to 3.3 liters and its
output rose to as much as 220 kW (300
hp). Apart from some smaller modifications,
the 930 remained in the product range almost unchanged until 1988. It laid the
groundwork for a turbo success story that’s
currently starting its latest chapter with the
992 generation of the 911.
The Turbo charger of the new 911 Turbo S
Models
The basic principle of increasing perform-

ance by means of a turbocharger still applies today: after ignition and the power
stroke, the burnt mixture escapes into the
To begin with, Porsche had only planned exhaust system via the exhaust valves at
for five hundred units of the 930 sesuch high pressure that it can drive a turries—as it was known internally—for it
bine at high speeds. A shaft connects the
was the number of units required for
turbine to a compressor wheel, which in
motorsport homologation. The pleasturn scoops more fresh air into the combusingly high demand for the broadtion chamber on the intake side, thus encheeked bundle of muscles with the
suring more efficient combustion. So far, so
mighty rear wing caused a quick reof high-performance sports cars.

Continue on page 26
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More information @ treffen.pca.org
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Buy @ bih.pca.org/shop

The Big Island Hawaii Region Store is the place you can buy apparel/items with the Region’s
Logo. You can show your support for Big Island Hawaii Region with any purchase from our
store. You can buy products embroidered or printed with the Big Island Hawaii Region logo as
well as other region’s and PCA products.

The club is working with the PCA supplier to develop our own Web store for
the Big Island Region. We will keep you
posted.

These items are available at the Harbor Gallery, click on
the link and you will be forwarded to the shopping cart.

Merchandise

New Merchandise is on its way
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Technical

simple.

cultivated. Perhaps the most impressive
But the technology is not without its draw- achievement is that the turbo engines have
reached the level of much larger, naturally
backs. For one, there are the high temaspirated engines, even in terms of their
peratures that the turbocharger can
responsiveness. Porsche has succeeded in
reach. The spiral-shaped turbine housing
can heat up to a good 1,000 degrees Cel- taming the legendarily explosive power desius and must be shielded accordingly—on livery.
the compressor side as well. Ideally, the
charge air should not be more than twenty
degrees warmer than the ambient temTurbo development has reached new
perature before entering the cylinder. If
heights in the 992 generation. The new
engine of the 911 Turbo S combines
wastegates with VTGs—with the difference that now they’re mirror images of
each other and even larger. The advantage to this innovation is that, after
a cold start, the catalytic converters
heat up more quickly because they’re
warmed up directly via the electronically controlled bypasses. There are
benefits to efficiency as well: the exthe difference is greater, the air loses too haust back pressure is automatically remuch density, which impairs the combus- duced when operating at full load, which
tion process. Boost control and pressure
reduces the residual gas in the cylinder
build-up have also presented challenges. that interferes with combustion.
Turbo development has made great
strides since 1974, largely thanks to Porsche. Over the decades, Zuffenhausen
has come to see the term “turbo” as synonymous with leading technology. The top
model of every 911 generation has borne
the word in its name. The technology has
established itself as particularly efficient
and low-emission while also being very

Design type: twin-turbo (parallel)
Displacement: 3,800 cm3
Max. charge pressure: 1.4 bar
Output: 650 hp
Max. torque: 800 Nm
Text first published in the Porsche customer magazine Christophorus, No. 394.

Photo: Porsche AG 992 Turbo S
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With conclusion of the no host luncheon, members
were free to return to Hilo or Kona or other points, but
most ventured across the street to the Southernmost
Bakery in the USA, Punalu’u Bakery, where they make
irresistible Hawaiian Sweetbreads, Malasadas, Eclairs
and other delectable goodies! Several cars traveled the
little known upper back road from the street aligning
the bakery, going several miles of scenic country road,
mostly well paved, ending up 14 miles or so away at
the little town of Pahala along the main highway again.
Fun exploration on a road with no homes, no utility
Well worth the side trip!
poles and almost no cars!

March South

After announcements from Gunner Mench, President, including showcasing the new
club grill badges, patches, pins and key fobs, along with
t-shirts, the members collectively surprised Gunner with
a surprise Birthday cake and card signed by the entire
group, and a loud rendition of Happy Birthday, which
was still actually 2 days later, but what the heck! Wonderful chocolate cake and beautifully decorated complete with Disney models from the movie CARS!

Page 27

Page 28

Lava Flow
Porsche 914
Upgrading to a 1.5 HP Starter

DIY Tips

Reprint from Pelican Parts - Pelican Technical Article by Wayne R. Dempsey/Lee Rice

A early 911 owner asked recently about installing a larger capacity starter on his upgraded 3.0 SC engine to help hot starting problems. The starter on rare occasions
refuses to crank the engine - seems to happen when you least need it to.
Yes the higher capacity starters do help spin the engine in cold weather and
when they are hot. I have installed the later 911 starter with 1.5 hp. This evolved
from the early 0.8 hp starters that worked OK for engines up to 2.2 liters.
The factory installed 1.5 hp starters in the beginning of 1972, then in their wisdom reverted back to the 0.8 hp starter in May of 1972, using these until the beginning of 1974 when all production 911 cars came with 1.5 hp starters.
The 1973 Carrera 911 RS 2.7 came with a 1.5 hp starter and was available on
special order. There are specialty retailers offering even greater hp starters for the
Porsche. Some of these use Japanese starters with a Porsche type frame mount.
These have very small size motors with very high out put
from geared reduction. They are compact and reliable.
The factory 1.5 hp starter also came with another critical improvement. The battery-starter lead was increased in
size from 25mm/2 (cross section) to 35 mm/2, (these had
a yellow stripe applied around the cable at approx. 800
mm from the starter end). This cable enlargement was necessary to carry full battery capacity to the starter to enable
it to deliver full cranking horsepower. While a 3.0 SC engine will need a 1.5 hp starter it will probably not get 1.5
hp worth of battery power until you have the correct cable
size to transmit it.

Pelican
Technical
Article

Having experienced the need for more power to the starter on my little blue turbo
car I realized the need to up-grade my old starter cable. I bought a good used cable
and started the project by disconnecting the battery (installing a 9 volt radio code
saver in the cigar lighter).
Remove the driver's seat, carpeting on the floor, center tunnel cover, console,
floor board under the pedals, and trans. tunnel cover. The trunk carpeting needs to
be pulled back a little.
Jack and safety stand the rear of your Porsche to allow plenty of room to access
the starter area. Using a good flash light and a mirror inspect the old cable and
pushed away the plastic covered body wraps that hold the cable in place away from
all those pedal controls, wiring, fuel lines, and shift linkage. If you find other junk in
there it is a good time to remove it. Also inspect the throttle rod plastic bushes. they
turn yellow with age and deteriorate. The throttle pedal feels sloppy-etc. this is a
great time to replace them.
The shifter and hand brake need NOT be removed.
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Start in the trunk by removing the battery cable end. Solder a "end lug" onto the
copper cable. Next wrap wire through the newly soldered cable end and the new
cable 35 mm/2 starter end, this will enable you to pull the new cable through the
body structure and have the new starter end lug arrive at the starter. You will need
to coach the cable through with a little encouragement. The new cable is about
11.5 mm in diameter and the old one is 10.2 mm-get it? It takes time but when the
new cable is installed on the starter you can back track forward pulling a little slack
from the front as you go from rear to front to smooth out the cable routing. Secure
the body wraps and work up to the trunk.
The cable may need to be shortened at the battery end, to avoid too muck extra
cable length flopping around. I would recommend a new battery connector, anticorrosion felt washers, and dielectric paste on the connections.
Remove the radio code saver 9v battery, and you are ready to try your full 1.5 hp
starter system. I noticed a immediate improvement in the starter sound. The pitch
of the motor was higher, and the starter cranked faster at every start. I also observed a higher voltage at the voltmeter (an add on), as soon as the alternator was
charging.
I have also noticed brighter headlights at night, and the two fuel pumps run a
little quieter. This may not solve a sick starter problem but it is a must to gain anything from a improved capacity starter and battery.

www.pelicanparts.com/Porsche/techarticles/
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Upgrading to a 1.5 HP Starter
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As part of the celebrations on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Porsche 914, the Porsche Museum gave this exotic specimen in the Porsche family probably the best possible present: recognition.
The Porsche 914 Day at the museum was wholly dedicated to the 914 as an uncompromising,
mid-engined sports car. An outstanding product of its era, a Porsche design through and through,
equipped with all the Porsche genes as well as the associated performance DNA. Purist, compact
and with thrilling driving dynamics.
The 914: when does a Porsche become a Porsche?
“Back in the day when the
vehicle was launched, not
that many people were
aware of this, but now after
50 years we can say that
there are plenty of typical
Porsche elements,” says
Frank Jung, head of the Porsche Archive and today’s
host, in his welcome. “That’s
why the event logo looks like
a seal. We wanted to give the 914 a figurative seal of approval to express that we also consider it
to be a fully fledged Porsche. And this applies to all 914s: the four-cylinder or six-cylinder models,
the race cars, but also to the unique specimens on show here at the museum.”
However, the primary aim for the Porsche Museum was to celebrate the day in an appropriate
way. For this purpose, it had invited the 914 Clubs to take part with their vehicles. “Today the
Clubs are our main guests, they are attending the event at the museum as the highlight and as
the official conclusion of their international 914 gathering,” Jung explains. “It goes without saying
that we are delighted about the fact there is such a strong and remarkable community of Porsche
914 enthusiasts. It’s great that we can marvel at 160 vehicles today thanks to the Clubs. I hope
we are returning the favour with this day by giving attendees the opportunity to celebrate the conclusion of the Club event here: we are delighted to have them here today to show them our appreciation for having kept the legend alive and on the road. I think we can also extend the motto
and say: not just the Porsche 914 is a typical Porsche, the Clubs are also typical for Porsche.”
The Club community: as colorful as their vehicles?
Georg Eberlein, President of the German 914 Club, happily exclaims that “the legend lives on…!”.
It’s almost as if he needs to prove how typically Porsche these Clubs are. “The legend lives on! –
At the museum here today and previously at our international meeting. We have been in action
since Wednesday, explored the Black Forest and showed our international guests Heidelberg
Castle.” And now he is here at the museum with his participants, celebrating the conclusion of
the anniversary event. “It goes without saying that this is something absolutely extraordinary,
here at the heart of the museum, the core of the Porsche universe.” The international 914 meeting in Germany also marked the Porsche 914’s official anniversary event for the international
914 community. “Being able to bring the event to a close here is something really special,” Eberlein explains.
120 vehicles took part in the international meeting – and now they have all flocked to the museum. Parked all around, they provide a colorful picture on a gloriously sunny day. “The 914 day
is of course a nice way of appreciating the vehicle – but also the Clubs,” says Eberlein.
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“My eyes just lit up while I was walking across the square: it’s amazing how many beautiful vehicles
are here today,” says a happy Günter Steckkönig. “The vehicle has certainly earned such a day. And I
am most of all delighted about those who treasure the cars and keep them going.” He should know
what the vehicle is worth and what it can do. “I drove my very first 1,000-kilometer race at Nürburgring in a 914. I was at the wheel of a 914 at the 86-hour Marathon de la Route at Nürburgring. We
came first, second and third in our 914s and all three vehicles crossed the finish line in formation. A
fantastic experience! And in 1971 I took part in the Targa Florio in a 914-6 from Strähle Motorsport.
914 experiences were always something special,” he says, reminiscing about the good old racing
days.
Hans Clausecker was involved with the 914 right from the start. “I was part of the team that developed the first prototypes, ran the first endurance tests and conducted initial evaluations. I did that
for the 4-, 6- and 8-cylinder models.” That’s right: eight cylinders. “Yes, I also helped build the eightcylinder models for Ferdinand Piëch and later also for Ferry Porsche. I was given a body, a racing engine, a transmission and the request to build a vehicle for Piëch. All without drawings or designs.”
Piëch’s red 914 is down in the workshop now and Ferry’s silver 914 is up there in the gallery. Kuno
Werner from the museum’s workshop started up Piëch’s eight-cylinder vehicle between the expert
talks. An impressive sound and – if you imagine today – Ferdinand Piëch used the vehicle to drive to
his weekend holiday home. Clausecker can also tell an anecdote in this context: “The vehicle with its
racing technology was incredibly susceptible to malfunctions. After the weekend trips I had the job of
adjusting, setting up and running in everything. I probably drove the vehicle more than Piëch did.”
Clausecker swears by the 914. “The 914 is a mid-engined vehicle. It handles incredibly well, is unbelievably agile and lightweight. I always enjoyed driving the car and still do so to this day.” From 1973
onwards, Clausecker drove vehicles including the 914 twenty times as part of the race track safety
team at Formula 1 races. Or, as he likes to say: “chasing the starting field with a long run-up.” At the
Solitude Revival he will soon be driving exactly this 914 ONS safety car, which is now owned by Recaro.
Clausecker is enjoying the day’s event (“I am a passionate 914 fan”): “It’s fascinating how many 914
enthusiasts and owners have come here today. It’s extraordinary how well kept and beautiful the vehicles are.” He also very much appreciates the Club community: “Wherever I meet the Clubs, I am
always thrilled. These are genuine fans, real enthusiasts who are fascinated by our product. What
they are saying is that we created and delivered a great product back in the day. They appreciate
what we achieved back then. We were always striving towards getting the most out of the Porsche. I
hope we have been reasonably successful.” Looking outside onto the museum forecourt we can now
confirm that.
“It goes without saying that we are delighted and grateful that Porsche AG appreciates what we do as
a Club to keep the legend alive,” Georg Eberlein agrees. “Porsche, the Clubs and the vehicle belong
together, they are inseparable, a triumvirate.”
For this reason, he was also especially grateful to the museum, which “really went the extra mile for
us”. His thanks also went to Porsche AG, namely Stephan Griese from Porsche Community Management, and Konrad Walzebuck from Porsche Deutschland who “both supported us from day one”. And
last but not least there is also Hendrik Ockenga, formerly a Porsche AG employee and now responsible for marketing at RECARO Holding who provided the ONS safety car for the entire event weekend.
Nowadays the question is no longer whether the 914 is a ‘People's Porsche’, a VW Porsche or a
genuine Porsche, or whether the six-cylinder model is the only true form or if the four-cylinder engine
is even adequate. Today, the 914 community shares the love and affection for an extraordinary vehicle. Consequently, on the occasion of its 50th anniversary, a mature 914 can lean back and take in
all these discussions: a car is either good or not, and the Porsche 914 has been recognised as
“absolutely outstanding” or even “absolutely outstanding and great”. And now it’s also been given
the “typically Porsche” seal of approval.
The seal of approval also served another purpose on this day: an oversize version was hung on a wall
for all attending 914 drivers to sign it. This seal of approval will now be handed over to Porsche Museum’s archive to always remind us of a wonderful day at Porsche Museum for the Clubs and the
Porsche 914.
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Winter Doldrums
LMNHED (aka) my Racing Yellow 981 Cayman S must think it’s Groundhog’s Day. It
sits in the garage gathering dust. Different
day, same routine. Wake up, sit there. Midday, sit there some more. Sun down? Still
sitting there! Only difference is the amount of
ambient light in the garage. Day after day the
bright yellow Porsche sits in contrast against
the stark (newly painted) white wall. Rinse
and repeat. The only variation is the overall
temp in the garage. This is winter in Texas
after all; it could be 70° one day and 22°
with freezing rain three days later.
I do have a routine, if the car goes three
weeks without getting started, I put a battery
tender on it. Oh, there’s the occasional break
– for instance, our Maverick PCA region does
a Cars and Coffee like event called Mavs and
Mochas the second Saturday of every month.
Rain or shine, hot or really cold. I must admit
LMNHED is a fair weathered Mavs and Mochas attendee – we’ll do cold, but no rain
and it goes without saying no snow – which
so far has not been a threat. If by some
weird twist of North Texas weather fate, we
ever have snow I will for sure bring the Cayenne Diesel out, that car is built for crappy
weather! So, on the odd sunny Saturday during the winter we head out to commiserate

with other Porsche owners. It is a great event
with a great vibe with great cars and their
owners. You get the picture.

I keep thinking that
spring is imminent.
Rob Turner
After all, on this year’s
Guest Columnist
actual Groundhog’s
www.thedriver-series.com/bio
day, the infamous
Punxsutawney Phil didn’t see his shadow.
That means that spring is right around the
corner, right!? LMNHED is counting on it.
(Remember the gathering dust part.) What
LMHNED counts on is a day above 60°, a
little bit of sun and an afternoon with no
plans, well with the exception of maybe drinking a malted beverage – or two –and the CAR
WASH. Trust me, LMNNED doesn’t need it,
but I love washing cars. It’s one of my favorite
things to do.
I have a wash routine. Griots car wash, a special wash mitt from Chemical Guys and a
stack of Chemical Guys’ soft and plush purple
microfiber towels. Every surface is wiped free
of water, and then the details: wiping every
tiny edge. Free of water, LMNHED drives the
whole 20’ back into the garage. Then I clean
the barrel and outside surface of every wheel.
It was during that process I found something.
(Hey! You knew there had to be a reason for
this column, right?) I felt the grooves of the
super sticky Michelin Super Sport S4 rear
tires. They had a build date of late 2017. But
were already down to the wear bars. Crap!
Actually, I love buying tires. So, a visit to my
local Discount Tire is imminent.
So, I’m really looking forward to spring. The
season of renewal, everything green again.
Well, excluding the yellow pollen, but
LMNHED hides it well. As if it ever gets that
dirty. My wife and I are planning a spring trip
to the Texas Hill Country, a chance to celebrate spring, drive the Three Sisters (Ranch
Road’s 335, 336 and 337), my 60th (OUCH)
and our 30th anniversary. (YEA, my wife said I
better say that). But mostly we’ll enjoy each
other’s company during the best time of the
year.
The tires? Time to break them in!
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