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Lava Flow

Kolamu
Dear Big Island Hawaii Region Members
2020 is different, let's say the least.

ANDREAS KOTTSCHOTH
EDITOR/WEBMASTER
webmaster@bih.pca.org

I barely took the 911 out of the garage. No big tours, no drive
to the Porsche Parade, or any other PCA events here on the
mainland. Ok, we had planned to fly to Parade, but even that
was not possible. So just leave 2020 in the rear-view mirror
and look forward to 2021. I strongly believe, that 2021 will be,
must be better.
Winter has arrived in most of the northern hemisphere and a
layer of snow is covering the ground. Normally that is the time
for us when we start planning for the next season. Porsche Parade registration for French Lick is just around the corner. Sabine and I have been in French Lick, Indiana, it was our first Parade, and what a Parade it was. This was where the PCA slogan
"IT'S NOT JUST THE CARS, IT'S THE PEOPLE" came to life for
us.
We have met so many great people during Parade and in the
last five years. Many of them have become good friends. The
best testament is, that I am the Webmaster and Editor of the
Big Island Hawaii Region newsletter and I am living over 4000
miles away. Crazy isn't it.
We have been on the Big Island, but that was before becoming
involved in PCA. Plans are been made as I type, to visit the Big
Island in 2021 to meet all the terrific members on the Region
and drive Gunner’s very cool 356.

On a side note, I recently received the trophy from PCA for
the Big Island Hawaii Region’s
web site win in Class I from the
webpage contest. Lets hope we
can replicate this result in next
years Newsletter contest with
the Lava Flow Regions Newsletter.
COVER PAGE : Laura Ruminski/

West Hawaii Today

We did it, the Big Island is now
officially on the PCA radar.

Andreas, your Editor, and Webmaster
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Lava Flow is the official publication of Big Island Hawaii Region, Porsche Club of America. Any statement appearing in the Lava Flow is that of the author,
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President

President’s Garage
First, a follow-up report on our wildly successful fundraising event in August
,for The Food Basket. The club ended up donating almost $4,000 to the organization, which by their numbers, translates to almost 10,000 meals to local families struggling to feed themselves during this pandemic shutdown.
Well done club.
September to Remember and the Oktoberfest Driving Tours were again a
great success, as you can see in the articles in this newsletter.
Coming up is our year-end activities of the required General Membership
Meeting in November on the 14th, and our Annual Christmas Party on December 12th. We are still waiting to see if we have a venue we can use for
the party, or if we can have an event other than just the Driving Tour as well.
The General Membership Meeting may have to be virtual, again depending
on the venue. Answers coming soon, hopefully, answers we like!
I have been busy in my garage with repairs on the green Targa, replacing the
seized front calipers and rebuilding the rear axles on which the boots had disintegrated, fixed the leaking oil cooler hose on the 914, and now have my
wife Elli’s 87 944 on the rack getting some blown cooling hoses replaced,
maintenance work is done, stretched shifter cable replaced, brakes freed up,
and so on and so on! She’s itching to cruise with us.
Let’s look forward to 2021, and hope for relaxing of some of these restrictions and regulations. We are blessed that we could have our driving
events at all! Most Regions in PCA could not. And we have such beautiful
rides to enjoy!
On a final note, many thanks to our Webmaster, Newsletter Editor, and Board
Member Andreas Kottschoth for not only helping us win the National Award
for Best Website for Small Regions under 100 Primary Members but also getting us placed in Porsche Panorama several times in this last few months.
Mahalo Nui Loa to our dedicated and brilliant member from Canada who
gives us so much to be thankful for!

Aloha and A Hui Ho! Until the next time!
Gunner Mench, President
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Gunner Mench, President
president@bih.pca.org
Region Historian,
Membership Chair,
Dealership Liaison,
Social Media Chair

Naomi Tanaka, Treasurer
treasurer@bih.pca.org

IT’S NOT JUST THE CARS,
IT’S THE PEOPLE
Andreas Kottschoth,
Board Member
Webmaster & newsletter editor

Robert Wall, Vice President
vicepresident@bih.pca.org
Safety Chair

Rhys Haydon, Secretary
secretary@bih.pca.org

Mailing address
PCA BIH, P.O. Box6050, Kamuela, HI 96743
Physical address
Harbor Gallery, 61-3665 Akoni Pule Highway,
Kamuela, HI 96743

Contact info

Contact Information—Big Island Hawaii

Email: general@bih.pca.org
webpage: bih.pca.org

webmaster@bih.pca.org

Bill Hughes
Board Member
memberatlarge@bih.pca.org

tours@bih.pca.org
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Sandy Provasi, Zone 11 Rep
Zone11Rep@pca.org

Photos courtesy West Hawaii Today

Mark Senft, Driving Tours
Board Member

PCA SIM RACING
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PCA SIM RACING IS COMING TO THE ZONES!
As many of you already know, PCA Sim Racing has grown from a small
group of PCA enthusiasts to one of the most popular sim racing leagues
on iRacing. With a list of over 300 members and growing, PCA Sim Racing
is now emphasizing a grassroots movement to bring sim racing, along with
the camaraderie and the great members of PCA to the Zone levels.
As a result, PCA Sim Racing has created five new groups comprised of
one to six zones that will begin zone league competition, starting in early
November. The zone groups will operate under the umbrella of the national PCA Sim Racing league, and each zone group will run sim racing
competitions in four classes of between five and eight races, depending
on the group. The idea is that each zone group will send the top 3-5 in
each category to a ‘National Runoffs’ type of competition for national
championships (similar in concept to the SCCA).
The goal of this next step is to recruit PCA members to the sim racing community in a non-intimidating, friendly and respectful environment. PCA Sim
Racing places a high priority on welcoming new members, providing
training and practice sessions to help new and experienced sim racers
polish their skills and to extend the philosophy of the PCA…”It’s the people, not the cars”.
Our group consists of Zones 6, 7, 8, 9, 11 and 14. It has the largest number
of zones, but the least amount of participation by zone, but our goal is to
grow each zone’s participation to the point where each zone can be a
stand-alone group in the future. We are calling our zone the “Wild West
Zones” group or WWZ for short. Our website below has all the information
on the series.
We invite you to share this information with the PCA members in your
zones and to check out our new website as well as the national website
for all the details.
https://pcasimracing.com/zones-group-6-7-8-9-11-14/
We’re very excited for this new chapter in PCA Sim Racing and hope to
see you on the virtual track.
Best regards, The Zone 11 Coordinators: James Benard
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calendar

November

BIH PCA Tour November 14 &
New Members Social

December

Christmas BIH PCA December 12




bih.pca.org/calendar/


Please Note: As a member of the PCA you can travel to any PCA Region in the country and participate in their events!

History of Zone 11

1969, the PCA regions were subdivided into eight geographical zones and grow to 14 zones in 2020. In 2010
Zone 11 was left just Hawaii and Alaska as the two remaining regions in the Zone. In 2018 Big Island Hawaii Region was chartered adding the third region to Zone 11.

A more detail Zone history click here

Other Zone Regions : Hawaii Region & Alaska Region
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Membership

PCA—MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
•

Panorama – the award-winning monthly club magazine, delivered to every member in the
mail. Not available on newsstands.

•

Bi-Yearly PCA Member Raffles (Spring 2020 – first 8500 tickets sold (US$50/ea.) = 1
new Taycan 4S plus $25000 cash, next 4500 = Taycan and so on. – 4 Cars for the 2020
Spring Raffle were handed out)

•

Monthly meetings with other Porsche enthusiasts.

•

Enjoy 10% OFF one order with Pelican Parts
Social and driving events. (see Past Events)

•

Helpful advice and parts sources.

•

Full access to the PCA knowledge database

•

Full access to the PCA main page

•

Free car valuations.

•

Annual Porsche Parade

•

Bi-monthly regional newsletters

One Club covering the USA and Canada
Fourteen Zones (we are in Zone 11)
145 Regions (“Big Island Hawaii” formed in 2018)
77,000+ Porsche households and over 130,000+
members

150 members in the Big Island Hawaii
Region (September 2020)
Millions of admirers
Anywhere you travel, you are part of the Porsche Family. Even if you travel overseas, Europe, Australia or Asia, you are part of the worldwide Porsche Club family.

The cost? PCA membership is available in three payment options (2020):

•

1 year….. US$46

•

2 years… US$90

•

3 years… US$132 (best deal)

No Extra cost for the region membership

If you see someone with a Porsche, ask him/her if
he or she is a PCA member.
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Our Mission

The club continues to provide its
partners high-quality services by
generating events that satisfy without exception by respecting the tradition and prestige of the brand and
Porsche products while interacting

with related clubs and the community in a respectful and proactive manner. Additionally, the Club is committed to integrate and interact respectfully with those communities that we
visit, trying to approach them in an
open and informal way. We want the
communities to enjoy the presence
of the Club wherever we go. The Big
Island Hawaii Region of the Porsche
Club of America also carries out
awareness actions among its associates in order to inculcate a prudent
use of its vehicles and the unrestricted respect of the traffic regulations.
Come an join us.

Our Mission

The purpose of the Club is to bring
together drivers of Porsche vehicles.
Club membership will promote camaraderie among its members, provide information on brand vehicles,
and organize recreational meetings,
events, and excursions. In the past
two years, the Club has developed
many activities for its members.
Highly recognized events include
our Annual Sweet Heart Drive and
the Oktober Fest event. Recreational
outings are designed to get to know
our Island and strengthen the links
among Porsche car users and to
promote camaraderie among the
members.

Club Apperal
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New Merchandise

now on-line

Available shirt colors

Anthracite, Black, Gym
Blue, Pine Green, Team Red
and White

Cap colors

Graphite, Black,
White, Stone and
Deep Navy

Buy @ bih.pca.org/shop
Buy Logo t-shirts, pins, patches, badges, key fobs through Harbor Gallery. All proceeds go to our club.

November/December
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Porsche Design
Ala Moana Center

1450 Ala Moana Blvd, Honolulu,
HI 96814
phone+1-808-945-3500
Monday – Saturday: 9:30am – 9pm
Sunday: 10am – 7pm

For advertisement opportunities please
contact the club at general@bih.pca.org
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For advertisement opportunities please
contact the club at general@bih.pca.org
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Photos by Bill Hughes , Heidi Mckeague , Mark Senft
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September was a month to remember and October is Oktoberfest time for the
Big Island Hawaii region. The small group met in the parking lot at the Prince
Kuhio Mall in Hilo. At one point everyone was wondering if it is the right day or
time for the tour, because only 5 cars showed up in Hilo, including 2 of our
928’s! Three of the five cars were classics! A little disappointing. The small
group shared some stories before leaving the parking lot at the Prince Kuhio
Mall parking lot and get on their way to the Old Airport in Kona as the finishing
point for this tour, with a stop at 6,500 feet up at Mauna Kea Park halfway in
between.
We picked up three more members at the Mauna Kea Park, which was overrun
by a modified pickup truck club with hundreds attending, leaving us out on the
sidelines. Jeff Anderson brought his beautiful kit Speedster up from Kona with

PCA events

Text by Gunner Mench
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October Fest
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his girlfriend Alicia. Leaving around noon via the twisty,
winding road through Waiki’i Ranch, down to Mamalahoa
Highway, and heading South through Palani Road.
The road through Waiki’i Ranch never disappoints, so exciting, and curvy. If you haven’t driven this road before it
screams DRIVE YOUR PORSCHE LIKE YOU STOLE IT
the whole way, but always in the limits of the law, as
we did.
Slight but short downpours on the Kona side of the
Upper Mamalahoa Highway to Kona made for a short
stop to put our tops up, of course, my Targa top was
off when it started raining. When we arrived in Kona
the rain had stopped again, so typical fall day on the

November/December

Those who missed out this year missed a fun run! Next
year, God willing should be normal. ■

October Fest

island. We picked up a few more members at Old Airport
including Greg Adams with his beautifully upgraded 996.
Kona was hot and beautiful, and with the smaller numbers
of participants as we had anticipated, we were able to
lunch at Kona Brewing Company. Everyone enjoyed a good
meal and a cold one. Sorry no German food, prizes, or entertainment this year, but lots of camaraderie and fun
smiles, some laughs at my expense for wearing the lederhosen, but hey, at least they fit again! Sorry, you’ll have to wait
for next year to hear me play the accordion! LOL!
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Off air

Technical

Text by Klaus-Achim Peitzmeier

All photos by Porsche AG

(Porsche Newsroom Text first published in the magazine „Porsche Klassik 17“)

It marks the end and the beginning: the departure of the aircooled boxer engine and the arrival of a biturbo in a 911 series
production model. In 1995, the
993 generation 911 Turbo laid to
rest the sometimes macho image
of its predecessors. A true gentleman – were it not for its brute
speed …
Often the era-defining significance of certain events only becomes clear when you look in the
rear-view mirror. Did Gutenberg
know that his printing press
would mark the end of the Middle Ages? Did Edison realise that
with his numerous inventions –
among them the light bulb – he
was opening the door to the
modern world? Was it clear to
Steve Jobs back in 2007 how
much the iPhone would change
communication? When Porsche
unveiled the new 911 Turbo in
1995, this
was also a defining
moment for the
sports car brand.

of something new: biturbo technology
made its way into series production cars
– almost a decade after a similar engine
design had given the limited-run 959 a
legendary status. The power of the twin
turbochargers has long since become a
characteristic feature of the 911 family.
And just like the German super sports car
of the 1980s, the 993 generation 911
Turbo came with permanent all-wheel
d
r
i
v
e
.
Suddenly, everything changed. The new
model also marked an important stage of
development for turbo technology as it
matured out of adolescence and left its

Virtually no other model epitomises the sea
change that Porsche underwent in the mid
1990s like the 911 Turbo from 1995. The
turbo technology matured out of adolescence and left its teenage years behind it.

Virtually no other
model epitomises
the sea change that
Porsche underwent
in the mid 1990s
like this one: the
era of the air-cooled boxer engines that
had characterised the young company
drew to a close once and for all. The turbocharged 911 (993) was virtually the
engine’s final, and perhaps even its most
exciting, iteration. At the same time,
the new Turbo also marked the start

teenage years behind it. The era of explosive power delivery that struck the driver
like an elemental force was over – even
though the 911 Turbo (993), with 408
PS, was faster and more powerful than
any other series 911 before it. This was
thanks to its new biturbo design, which
(Continued on page 30)
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Bih.pca.org

Panorama
October issue
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Member Column
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Alaskabeast
text and photo by Member Rhys Haydon (Secretary)

Unlike many challenging endeavors this one did not
start with a pitcher or two of
beer, a few friends, or a
dare. This started when my
then-fiancés grandfather
and I first met. He said
“Porsche? What you need is
a Corvette. I used to fly
down to the States and drive
a new one up the Alaskan
Highway every few years.”
That was in the ‘70s and
‘80s when little of the road
to the great north was
paved. I thought to myself that must
have been an adventure! But for him it
was just the way it was.
I had a Porsche from the 80’s. 1980 to
be exact. A white SC with tan leather
interior which we had purchased from
the second owner who had driven the
car daily to the tune of 240,000 miles!
The gentleman cared for the car well
until he was sideswiped on the way to
work one morning. The damage was
not un-repairable but for him the spell
was lost. Seeing the car he had cared
so deeply for now devastated was
enough for him to decide to pass the
car on. We picked it up for a song with
the only condition being that we enjoy
it.
I am fortunate in having a very good
friend who owns a well-respected Seattle Porsche shop who urged me to drive
and enjoy the car. For me this car was
a revelation! Owning a 993 C4 and a
few others from the Stuttgart family, I
thought I knew how a P-Car should handle. The SC quickly became my favorite
and daily driver. I pulled an old Recaro
Pole Position seat out of the basement,
found a Momo Monte Carlo at a swap
meet and settled in!
A year passed, we were now married,
and due for our annual trip to Alaska. A

week or so beforehand we
determined that we had
enough time to try this driving
thing! A few days before our
departure I took the car in to
the shop and gave it a close
going over, a tune up, and finally got both turn signals to
work.
My wife Karisa had to work
until noon the day we were to
leave so I got the last minute
things tied up, gassed the car
and was practically waiting at
idle when she returned. We set out and
headed North. Passing through Bellingham we remembered how we had met
there some decade earlier before parting
ways for a few years and ending up back
together.
Driving for us is like couples’ therapy. She
says it’s the only time I sit still. We have
our life discussions, hash out our dreams,
and settle our arguments with the asphalt
whizzing by just outside. We got engaged
on a trip down Hwy. 101 in a 944 that we
will now never sell. She is the best copilot
even if she gets a little carsick in the
twisties.
After crossing the border we stopped at a
Tim Hortons in Vancouver for coffee and
fritters. Jumping back in the car we were
floored that it wouldn’t start… Using a lifeline we phoned a friend, a Porsche racer,
who said to throw it in second and give it a
push. We did this to the amazement of
those around us and off we went. From
then on we carefully planned our trip to
leave us facing downhill at every stop.
That first day we ended up with 450 or so
miles covered. Against my wallet, but with
my better judgment we stopped and got a
motel room in Southern B.C. Waking the
next morning feeling rested and ready to
hit the road we filled up our Miir thermos
with coffee and off we went. We drove at a
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Rising early the next morning we were
pleased we had already gotten gas as
the stations weren’t open yet. We were
still 1250 miles or so from our destination of Soldotna. This day was all about
the wildlife. We saw 8 brown bear, many
bison, a moose, a fox, a wolf, many
mountain sheep and a grizzly! The
terrain became more mountainous
the further north we got. We had
settled in to a rhythm. When rain
came we had our system. When
we stopped for gas we had it
worked out. We had become a
driving machine. The 911 was not
seeming to mind the long hours we
were putting it through. We would
spend most of the day with the
needle above 75 mph! This car
truly is bulletproof. We knew when
we got to Alaska we would get our
second wind. Our phones would
work and we could stop listening
to the same tired CD’s on repeat.
Sure enough Alaska came and it
was more of the same. We rolled
in to Anchorage at midnight. It
was still light out so we stopped at
the Porsche dealer to snap a few
photos with the shiny new cars.
Our SC reflected the journey it had
been on. It was dusty, the wipers
were awry and somewhere along
the way a headlight had burned
out. But The Badger, as we had

named her, kept going albeit with a
little push to start!
We thought it over and determined
that we were something like 2-3 hours
from our destination. We knew her
parents would have left the house unlocked and the thought of a bed and a
good breakfast helped us choose to
push on. Sure enough we arrived at
2:30 a.m. We parked the car, went
inside, got our hugs and went to sleep!
1250 miles in one shot.
The next morning we woke to the smell
of Karisa’s mother’s cowboy coffee,
her father’s smoked sausage and our
little car backlit in the morning fog over
the lake. Even her grandfather came
over and admired the Porsche. A little
worse for the trip he said, but he approved of our adventure and even
wanted to take the car for a spin. Just
to see what he had been missing. ■

Member Column

steady pace with an average speed, including stops, of 55mph. This went well
until the rain started. Our windshield
wipers were working great until a gear
inside the wiper unit stripped and they
crashed in to each other. From then on
we drove with Karisa’s head out the window advising me of upcoming cars, getting too close to the ditch, or if she saw a
break in the rain up ahead. The gravel
sections were the worst, but we had a
good time. We finished 950 miles the
second day and had driven so far north
that the sky barely turned dusk by 11
p.m. We again found a motel and slept,
spent from the day on the road.
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A September

Kohala
Loop

Photos by Gunner Mench and David Ogiba
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Text by Gunner Mench
It was an amazingly unexpected turnout of 17 Porsches in front of the backdrop of Mauna
Kea in Waimea under brilliant blue skies and a few puffy clouds on this fun drive, the Kohala
Loop as we call it. We covered about 80 miles all together under perfect, clear conditions.
There was a delay getting underway at first, because the County closed off the Upper Highway, Route 190, coming from Kona, due to a brush fire. It was just grass mostly, with no
homes or structures, but it did close the road for several hours and about a half dozen cars
or more had to be diverted downhill through Waikoloa Village and back up on Kawaihae
Road, Route 19, to get to our starting point behind the Parker Ranch Center. Bathrooms
were open, Foodcourt restaurants open, and Starbuck’s was active with locals going to the
several Saturday Farmer’s Markets that were thriving, even without tourists.

PCA events

to Remember

PCA events
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We finally got going around 11, only half an
hour later than planned. We went through
our Safety Meeting with Rob Wall, our Vice
President and Safety Chair who also works
for the Fire Department. Everyone wore
masks and signed the Liability forms and
Covid release forms if we did not have them
on file.

After getting through the light in town, we assembled
on the wide shoulders along the highway in town. We
resumed by sweeping down the 38 turns on Kawaihae Road from 2,600 feet elevation in Waimea to
Sea Level in Kawaihae in 12 miles, about 20
minutes. Our first stop was at Harbor Gallery for a
bathroom break and several people, including some
new members, picked up t-shirts and key fobs from

November/December
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ting back to Waimea at the Wai’aka
Stream Bridge where we once again
turned downhill on Kawaihae
Road. About a dozen of us then enjoyed
lunch at Seafood Bar in Kawaihae. Just a
gorgeous, fun day on fun roads with beautiful cars and great people! We picked up
another car along the way in Hawi and lost

a couple along the way, but overall
18 cars participated with 30 people.
What a great day!
Next month, Oktoberfest! October
17th. We will start out in Hilo and end
up in Kona at Kona Brewing! Hope

you don’t mind the sound of an accordion
playing, old German guy in Lederhosen! LOL!
There will not be buffet service, we have to
have the meal plated up for us, but we will
work it out! ■

PCA events

the club stash. We got back underway at around noon and drove
straight up through the quaint town
of Hawi for the 18 miles of coastal
views, and on a couple of miles to
Kapa’au where we turned uphill from
Route 250, Akoni Pule Highway, onto
Route 270, known as the Upper
Road, through the twisting, winding
road up to the 3,500 foot crest and
green cattle ranches, eventually get-

events
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944 Door/Handle/Latch Tune-Up
Reprint from Pelican Parts - Pelican Technical Article by Wayne R. Dempsey & Michael Van Bibber

Tools Needed:
Phillips screwdriver, Wide, Flathead screwdriver, 2 or 3 cans of WD-40, Can of white lithium grease,
Graphite lubricant
Optional:
Locktite - "Blue", Crazy Glue, Trim Adhesive, Small thin washers, Thin piece of foam rubber, Sound deadening spray - The spray on undercoating works well here

DIY Tips

Is your door handle sticking? Does it take an unusual amount of force on your exterior handle to get your
door to open? Before you start replacing components, you may be able to restore your door handle and
latch mechanism to like new condition with a thorough cleaning, lubrication, and adjustment. Optionally,
you can take active steps to quiet the interior of your car as well. Though this article was written with a
944 in mind, the procedures should carry over to other models.

Procedure
1. Remove your door panel - make sure your window is UP for this procedure
2. Disconnect and remove the outer door handle - Spend a couple of bucks and replace the door handle
seals, you can get a complete set from Pelican for less than $10.

Pelican
Technical
Article

3. Spray door handle and lock assembly liberally with WD-40.
4. Spray the inner and outer latch assembly with WD-40.

5. Spray hinges and door stop assembly with WD-40
6. Lube latch assembly on door, hinges, and doorstop with white lithium grease, lubricate locks with graphite.

7. WD-40 and Lithium grease on window actuator arms (the scissor arm assembly that the glass mounts
to) or crank assembly (non-power windows).
8. Reinstall/reconnect outer door handle to latch mechanism, use Locktite on
screws. The little plastic tip on the metal rod that connects the door handle and
latch is adjustable - play around with it until the door latches and unlatches to your
satisfaction.
9. Reinstall door panel, using blue Locktite on screws. If your car is like mine, you probably have a bit of a
gap between the inner window squeegee and the window, you can correct this by GENTLY bending the
door panel mounts towards the window. Also, Many times, the plastic on the door pocket is cracked
around the screw holes, crazy gluing a thin washer to the back side of the holes helps hold it together and
keeping it from splitting further. You can also use trim adhesive to tuck and re-secure any carpet and trim
that may be working loose.
10. Repeat for other side.
If all goes well, you should be able to knock out each door in about 30 - 45 minutes. I took it all apart,
cleaned the mechanism on one door, sprayed everything, and then did the same to the other door while I
was waiting for the first to dry. If you do the sound deadening procedure, you will notice a significantly quieter ride, and a little better sound quality from the speakers.
www.pelicanparts.com/Porsche/techarticles/
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……..Off Air
replaced the previous monoturbo.

just an even more pleasant one.

Suddenly, everything changed. The new
model also marked an important stage of
development for turbo technology as it
matured out of adolescence and left its
teenage years behind it. The era of explosive power delivery that struck the driver
like an elemental force was over – even
though the 911 Turbo (993), with 408 PS,
was faster and more powerful than any
other series 911 before it. This was
thanks to its new biturbo design, which
replaced the previous monoturbo.
However, thanks to their lower mass moments of inertia, the charger blades were
activated much earlier than in the single
turbo of the 964, the 993’s immediate
predecessor. The result was astounding:
at just 2,500 rpm, 450 Nm of torque unleashed a formidable yet smooth propulsion that continued to build all the way up
to the limit of 6,800 rpm. At the same
time, the four driven wheels ensured that
the impressive power delivery could be
converted smoothly into spectacular propulsion. Never before had a sports car
been catapulted so undramatically from 0
to 100 km/h in 4.5 seconds. Never before
had a sports car been so relaxed on
straights, even at full acceleration. Never
before had a sports car been so pleasant
to drive everyday. Those who pushed the
car to its limits were still in for a surprise –

It is also precisely this sense of serenity
that distinguishes the 290 km/h 911
Turbo from both the 993 generation and
its water-cooled successors, which continue to amaze again and again, even to
this day, because of their ever more outstanding performance. The 1995 model
marked a departure from the 911 Turbo's bullish macho image. It had grown
up – without losing its good looks.
And, in a number of ways, it had adopted
good manners, including in respect of
emissions: it was the first car in the world
to be offered with an OBD-II system. This
on-board diagnostics II system required
an ultra-modern engine management
system like the Bosch Motronic M5.2 and
considerable development work, as it
monitored the metal catalysts and lambda probes, the fuel tank ventilation with
activated carbon filtering, the secondary
air injection and the fuel system, and also
registered
misfires.
It achieved all this with remarkable success: when it was launched, the 993 generation 911 Turbo caused a sensation,
not just as the ultimate dream sports car,
but as the lowest-emission car ever. It is
an event whose significance only truly
becomes clear from today's perspective.
■

The sectional drawing shows what was in
its day the world's lowest-emission engine,
complete with charge-air cooling. The
power transmission to the front axle was
controlled via a Visco multi-plate clutch.
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Lava Flow
The Garage Project, part 3

The garage redo was
gaining steam. We
had removed a massive amount of junk,
gave it a nice new
coat (or two) of paint
and learned that Wagner Power Sprayers
are a bit tricky. Painting done, it was time
to
turn to the floor.
Rob Turner
And
after considering
Guest Columnist www.thedriver-series.com/bio
the options, Epoxy was
the only real choice.
I’d put some garage Epoxy paint in my
race trailer a while back. It wasn’t hard.
I mean the chips were a bit iffy depending on how you dispersed them by randomly throwing them across the trailer
floor. There were sections with a massive amount of clumped together chips
and other sections with almost none.
This didn’t seem to be much of an issue until I pulled into the trailer with
very hot race tires and the thicker chip
clumps worked themselves loose and
up into the suspension components.
Hmmm, need to find a better way to
Epoxy a whole garage floor, not just a
sixteen-foot race trailer.
I hit YouTube and other home project
sites to learn about DIY Epoxy projects.
I learned you must prep the garage
floor. Which means just sweeping it
and maybe giving it a power wash is
not enough. Turns out, that doesn’t
really prep the floor. It might look clean,
but in an older garage like ours there
were stains from decades of use that
needed to be removed.
There are two options. (1) Acid-etching.
Muriatic acid goes on the floor and is
scrubbed off. I add Muriatic acid to my
pool all the time; it’s not fun to work
with. I imagined the risk of working with
that acid over a large area like a garage. Remember the part about me not
being the best painter in the world? I
shuddered at the thought of me wear-

ing a lot of that acid. (2) Diamond-etching.
The best bet. Except you need access to a
diamond etcher, which I didn’t. Each of
these processes opens the pores in the
concrete so it will accept the Epoxy paint.
When it came right down to it, I had to call
in the pros.
I called six companies and received bids.
They went from a low of $1,600 from a
guy that worked out of the back of his
truck to over $3,400 from a company that
brought glossy marketing materials and
samples of the finished surface. I didn’t
see much of a difference in the overall
results expect for the warranty coverage.
So, I called one of the more expensive
companies and asked if they would price
match. Turns out they’d match the price
of the guy working out the back of his
truck at $1600. I added a bit more bling
and got an upgrade on the chip coverage.
Total out the door: $1700.
They told me the process could take up to
two days. Turns out the crew showed up
at noon and was finished by four. It’s not
possible to walk on the floor for twentyfour hours or park a car on it for fortyeight hours. We cranked up the fans to
help accelerate the drying process, but
the one thing that we had not anticipated.
The smell!
OK I may be dating myself a bit, but remember huffing? Stupid teenage boys
(yes, it was mostly boys), took model airplane glue, squeezed it in a bag and then
breathed it in and out of the sack. They’d
get high as kites on this stuff. Until the
glue companies changed the formula. Anyway, that was what we felt like for several days after the Epoxy paint was put
down as it takes up to thirty days for the
paint to cure and during that time, we got
the Epoxy smell. We were all getting a
buzz. Without the paper bag. It’s better
now, but our fans got a work-out for almost a month.
Remember my three car-wrenching ingredients? As I mentioned, I had the tools.
Torque is variable depending on who is
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hanging around my house and how
much weight they possess. Yes, I’m talking about you Hobby Boy. Which bring us
to Light. Or rather the lack thereof. I jettisoned the old terrible fluorescent lighting
in place of new LED fixtures. As bad as I
am around paint, I’m a genius with
things like lighting fixtures. I put in a new
LED fixture at the top of the stairs in less
than fifteen minutes. In the garage itself
I traded in old nasty with new badness –
a six tube LED array. That took about an
hour since it was physically large, and I
had to do some fancy engineering with
the wires. But when I hit the switch it was
as if a star had exploded right inside my
garage. Yes, there was light! Which probably now means I need more tools and
torque to compensate.
The last component of my garage redo
had to be cabinets. Once again, the lovely Mrs. Turner and I spent hours researching online. We discovered that you
can spend almost as much on custom
cabinets as you can on a really nice Porsche. Maybe more. Remember my $3K
budget? Custom cabinets just didn’t figure into that range at all. I called a couple of custom cabinet companies and
they were nice but my budget eliminated
them immediately. Nope we needed
nice, but cheap. I know, you shouldn’t
say cheap, it “devalues” the product.
Then again, who cares about that if you
find a product that’s not only cheap, but
well made!
Searching online we found a brand
called NewAge. These are imported from
China but the price, reviews and free
shipping was all the impetus we needed
to order a set. Oh, and a sizable discount
from Costco. They arrived about a week
after we ordered them and they came
packaged on a tall pallet. The weight was
779 pounds, so based on weight, height
and the fact that our driveway is very
steep I felt confident that nobody would
steal them. They come “nested” meaning that smaller cabinets are packed in-

side the bigger ones. The packaging
was amazing. NewAge does a great job
at protecting the contents. Stout cardboard edges encase the cardboard
sleeves so there is little chance that
even if the pallet is dinged, the cabinets
are safe. It took almost a day to unpackage them and stage them in the garage.
Once again, I was impressed at the
quality of the materials. Even the bolts
used for mounting are Grade 8 bolts
(meaning they are high quality). We decided to hang the cabinets the next day.
It was easy. It took me and the lovely
Mrs. Turner about four hours to get everything hung and staged. It was pretty
straight forward.
We stood back and admired our new
garage. The budget when all was said
and done was closer to $4700. Not bad
considering I started off with a basket
case and ended up with a REALLY nice
garage/man cave. We decided to add a
flat screen TV and fridge so it’s been
transformed into a place I can hang out
in, admire my Porsches, watch YouTube
videos on how to fix my Porsches and
drink cold malted beverages. All in all,
not a bad adventure – inhaled paint
mist, a few scrapes and really nasty air
respirators later I think we have a place
our Porsches can call home.
And on that exhaust note, see you next
time. ■
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Porsche Hawaii
Porsche Hawaii
730 Ala Moana Blvd,
Porsche Centre
Winnipeg –660 Pembina Highway,
Honolulu,
HI 96813,
Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3M 2M5
Main: (808) 354-0003
Phone: 204.284.7521
Service:
(808) 670-1584
Fax: 204.284.0390
Parts:
(808)
518-4905
www.winnipeg.porschedealer.com
www.porschehawaii.com

Sales Hours
Sales
Hours
Monday - Tuesday : 8:00AM - 9:00PM
Monday
Friday
:
8:30AM
6:00PM
Wednesday - Friday : 8:00AM - 6:00PM
Saturday
: 9:00AM- -5:00PM
5:00PM
Saturday
: 9:00AM
Service Hours
Service
Hours
Monday - Friday : 7:30AM - 4:30PM
Monday - Friday : 7:30AMParts
- 5:30PM
Hours
Monday - Friday : 8:00AM - 5:00PM

